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 Augustus 27 BC-AD 14
 Tiberius 14-37  Caligula 37-41

 Claudius 41-54
 Nero 54-68

  Year of the Four Emperors: AD 69
 Galba 69
 Otho 69
 Vitellius 69
 Vespasian 69-79

 Titus 79-81
 Domitian 81-96

 Nerva 96-98
 Trajan 98-117  Hadrian 117-138  Antoninus Pius 138-161

 Marcus Aurelius 161-180
 Lucius Verus 161-169

 Avidius Cassius 175-175
 Commodus 177-192  Constantine I (The Great) 307-337  Theodosius I Last emperor of a united Roman Empire 379-395

Key Roman
Emperors

Modern TimesEnlightenmentReformationRenaissanceLate Middle AgesHigh Middle Ages Early Middle AgesByzantine Period Early Christian ExpansionNew Testament Period

AD 1 AD 100 AD 200 AD 300 AD 400 AD 500 AD 600 AD 800 AD 1000 AD 1500 AD 1700 AD 1800 AD 2000AD 700 AD 1600 AD 1900AD 1100 AD 1200 AD 1300 AD 1400AD 900
World Wars, Communism, Space Travel, and Information AgeAbolition, Industrial Revolution, and DarwinGreat Awakening, American Independence, and French RevolutionKing James Bible and GalileoRise of Protestantism, Age of Exploration, and PuritanismPrinting Press, Spanish Inquisition, and HumanismBubonic Plague and Papal SchismInquisition and CrusadesCrusades and Church CouncilsGreat SchismChurch SchismCharlemagne and Early ScholasticismIslamic Conquest in Europe, The Franks & The VikingsRise of Islam and IconoclasmRise of the Eastern Orthodox Church and MonasticismFall of the Roman EmpireChristianity Legalized, Nicaea, and Byzantine EraHeresies and PersecutionAge of the Apostles and Church FathersLife of Jesus and Early Church

 Era of Martyrs: Emperor Diocletian issues edicts leading to the harshest Roman persecution of the church 303–305

 Constantine the Great becomes emperor of the western provinces 306

 Donatist schism in North Africa: Christians who stayed faithful during Diocletian’s persecution oppose leniency toward those who lapsed 311–411

 Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being and not God by nature; this heresy called Arianism 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the Cross, which he credits for giving victory in battle 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the first history of Christianity 324

 Helena, mother of Constantine the Great, begins the 
tradition of pilgrimages to the Holy Land 326

 Ambrose of Milan, preacher and teacher of Augustine 339-397

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330
 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

 Severe persecution of Christians in Persia (Iran) 339

 John Chrysostom, preacher called “Golden Mouth”  349-407

 Eastern church is mostly Arian; Arianism spreads to the Goths; Christianity introduced to Abyssinia 350

 Scrolls begin to be replaced by books 360

 Emperor Julian the Apostate attempts unsuccessfully to restore paganism 361

 The Great Cappadocians—Basil, bishop of Caesarea, Gregory Nazianzus 
and Gregory of Nyssa —oppose Arian teachings 364

 Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the East by Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, in his 
Easter Letter, and in the West by the Synod of Carthage (397) 367

Council of Constantinople I  finalizes Nicene Creed and condemns heresies about Jesus 
(most importantly, Apollinarianism, the belief that Jesus had no human mind) 381

 Hymn singing introduced by Ambrose, bishop of Milan 386

 Jerome completes translation of Old and 
New Testaments into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Nestorius teaches 428

 Patrick 
evangelizes 
Ireland 432

 The first “Hallelujah” hymns in the Christian church appear 390

 Theodosius makes Christianity the official religion 
and forbids the Olympic games 391

 John Chrysostom, great orator, becomes bishop 
of Constantinople 398

 Alternate singing between precentor and 
community is established at Roman church 
services after the Jewish pattern 450

Leo the Great becomes pope,   
persuades Attila the Hun to 
spare a weakened Rome 440 

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

 Armenian Church secedes from Byzantium and Rome 491

 By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

 Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Clovis, king of Franks, converts to Christianity 496 (or 499)

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire  476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Augustine of Canterbury brings Christianity to Britain; founds Benedictine monastery in Canterbury 597

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries flourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Christianity spreads throughout the Middle East, including the Arabian Peninsula 525

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

 Cassiodorus founds great Monastery of Vivarium where he writes and 
directs literary activities of fellow monks 540

 Death of Dionysius Exiguus, Roman monk best known for labelling the “Anno Domini” era c. 544

 Church bells used in France to announce beginning of services 550 

 Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

 The crucifix develops as an ornament 550

 The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins  550

 Mosaics at the Church of St. Apollinare in France show one of the 
first representations of the Last Supper  550

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 The Echmiadsin Evangliar, Byzantine-Armenian 
manuscript of an early Bible translation, is produced 586

 The Visigoths of Spain are converted to Christianity 587

 Third Council of Toledo; Visigoth king renounces Arianism, accepts church teachings 589

 Under King Authari and Queen Theodelinda, Lombards convert to Roman Catholicism 589

 Death of Columba, evangelist of Scotland and 
founder of monastery at Iona, Scotland 597

 Plainsong “Gregorian” chants begin to develop 600

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 First church bell hung and rung in Rome 604

 Persians take Damascus and Jerusalem; as booty, they remove the Holy Cross found by Helena, mother of Constantine 614

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem. By 640, Islam 
has nearly wiped out Christianity in Egypt and North Africa, which once had 
one million believers. By 900, few Christians remain in the region. 632

 Synod of Whitby aligns the English church with Rome for the next nine centuries 663

 The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian who introduced 
counting of dates before the birth of Christ (BC), born 672

 Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Quinisext Council at Constantinople (not recognized by Rome) settles Biblical canon of the Eastern Church 692

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the official language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First official acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Pope Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Oldest Western fresco, “Crucifixion,” at St. Quirico chapel of St. Maria Antiqua church in Rome 740

 A council of 300 Byzantine bishops endorses iconoclasm 754

 Charlemagne, son of Pepin, expands empire what is now France, Germany, and Italy; forces German Saxons to convert to Christianity 768–814

 Empress Irene becomes virtual leader of the Byzantine Empire and restores image veneration 780

 The “Wessobrunn Prayer,” earliest German ecclesiastical verse, appears 781

 The Nestorians, settled in China since 645, develop missionary activities and build monasteries 781

 Charlemagne condemns image worship at the Synod of Frankfurt 794

 Byzantine Empress Irene overthrows her son Constantine VI, blinds him, assumes sole 
power, and reportedly wishes to marry Charlemagne 797

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

 Alfred the Great, king of Wessex, translates portions of the Bible into Old English (Anglo-Saxon) 871

 William, Duke of Aquitane, founds Benedictine Abbey of Cluny, France, which becomes center for reform under 
Abbot Odo (926) 909

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 The drama of “The Three Maries and the Angels” performed at many churches 
on Easter morning (beginnings of the Easter play) 925

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 Conversion of royalty across the empire, including Olga of Kiev  
(Ukraine today), Mieczyslaw I of Poland, and Stephen of Hungary 950–999

 Otto I, the Great, crowned Holy Roman Emperor by 
Pope John XII 962

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 Revival of monasticism in England 964

 Poles convert to Christianity under Mieczyslaw (Mieszko) I 966

 Olaf Tryggvesson becomes first Christian king of Norway 993

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying 
thousands of churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Leif Ericson converts to Christianity while in Norway; 
the next year he brings the Gospel to his father’s 
colony in Greenland 999

 Gerbert of Aurillac, mathematician, inventor, and 
philosopher, becomes Pope Sylvester II, first French 
pope 999

 Greek Catholicism (Melkite) introduced in Nubia 1000

 Christianity reaches Iceland and Greenland; 
Hungary and Scandinavia converted 1000

 Widespread fear of the end of the world 
and the Last Judgment  1000 

 Nestorians convert northern Mongolians; 
their beliefs spread to Persia, India, and 
China 1009

 Muslims destroy the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian 
heretics in Germany 1012

In music,   Benedictine 
monk Guido introduces 
solmization (assigning 
syllables to steps of the 
diatonic scale) 1026

  Oldest Russian monastery in Kiev built 1050

 Polyphonic singing replaces Gregorian chant 1050

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Seljuk Turks (converts to Islam) from Central Asia conquer Persia, 
move west toward Constantinople  1071

 Excommunication of married priests 1074

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 The Knights Templar, order of monastic soldiers sworn to protect 
Holy Land pilgrims, established by Bernard of Clairvaux 1128

 Disputed election of Popes Innocent II and Anacletus II; Innocent becomes pope 1130

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs 
appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes 
(popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 Syrian Orthodox Church reaches zenith 1150

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Carmelite order founded by Berthold on Mount Carmel 1155

 Becket murdered by knights of Henry II 1170

 Pope Alexander III establishes rules for canonization of saints 1170

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and 
to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Crusade against Albigensians 1208

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Children’s Crusade disaster 1212 At least two groups of children from France and Germany set out on 
crusades. Many starved, were slaughtered, or sold into slavery. Few returned.

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation  1215

 Dominican order forms, dedicated to spiritual reform 1216

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

 The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen  1229

 The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 The pope entrusts Dominicans with the Inquisition 1233

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

 The Inquisition begins to use instruments of torture 1252

 Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Chartres Cathedral consecrated 1260

 Thomas Aquinas publishes Summa contra Gentiles 1264

 Second Council of Lyon decrees unification of the Eastern 
and Western Church to avoid conquest of Constantinople, but 
unification is rejected in the East 1274

 Edward I expels all Jews from England 1290

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

 Franciscans active in Mongol empire 1302

 Dante composes Divina Commedia (The Divine Comedy) 1307

  Marsilius of Padua writes Defensor Pacis, stating that the church should be 
ruled by general councils; he is condemned as heretical 1312-1324

 The pope forbids the use of counterpoint in church music 1322

 Thomas Aquinas is canonized 1323

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Oxford becomes the spiritual center of England 1372

 Julian of Norwich, English mystic, is born 1373

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377 1376

 Wycliffe expelled from Oxford, his doctrines condemned 1382

 Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies  1383

 Johann Gutenberg, inventor of the printing press with movable type, 
is born 1396

 Jacque de Molay, Grand Master of the Templars, burned at the stake in Paris for heresy 1314

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

 Jan Hus writes De Ecclesia, which supports ideas popularized by Wycliffe 1413
  Thomas á Kempis, German monk, writes the Imitation of Christ, a devotional 1418

 The double-headed eagle becomes the emblem of the Holy Roman Empire 1433

 Vatican Library founded 1450
 Gutenberg prints the Constance Mass Book 1450

 Plans begin to build a new St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome  1453

 Peak of papal corruption: Rodrigo Borgia buys 
cardinals’ votes and becomes Pope Alexander VI 1492

 Torquemada, the future Spanish Grand Inquisitor, is born 1420

 Papal bull orders burning of books against authority of the Church 1501

 Swiss Ulrich Zwingli preaches in Europe spreading reform  1519
 Luther translates the New Testament into German 1522

 William Tyndale completes printing of the New Testament from 
Greek without permission. Copies circulate throughout England 1526

 Augsburg Confession adopted by Lutherans 1530
 King Henry VIII recognized as Supreme Head of Church in England 1531

 Jesuit order, started by Ignatius Loyola, vows to evangelize the heathen 1534
 Coverdale Bible: first complete Bible to be printed in English  1535

 Act of Parliament declares the authority of pope void in England 1536
 John Calvin establishes Reformed and Presbyterian form of Protestantism in Switzerland 1536

 William Tyndale strangled and burnt at the stake 1536
 John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion explains Protestant beliefs 1536

 The Matthew’s Bible: first English Bible published with the king’s permission 1537

 John Knox leads reformation in Scotland 1541
 Pope Paul III reestablishes the Roman Inquisition to fight Protestantism 1542
 First Protestants burned at the stake by the Spanish Inquisition 1543

 Jesuit Francis Xavier begins missionary efforts in the Indies and Japan 1548
 Queen Mary Tudor restores Roman Catholicism to England 1555

 John Knox’s Reformed church begins in Scotland 1560

 The Geneva Bible—first Bible printed with verse divisions 1560
 Heidelberg Catechism formed—the most widely held Protestant doctrinal statement for centuries 1562
 First War of Religion begins; 1,200 French Huguenots are slain; ends with Peace of Amboise 1562-3

 Protestant Netherlands revolts against Catholic Spain 1568
 Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s Day in Paris: 2,000 Huguenots murdered 1572

 Formula of Concord defines Lutheran beliefs 1577
 Pope Gregory XIII attempts to reconcile Roman Catholic 

and Russian Orthodox Churches 1581

 Henry IV of France converts to Roman Catholicism 1593
 Edict of Nantes grants freedom of worship to 
Huguenots after 30 years of persecution 1598

 Persecution of Catholics in Sweden under Charles IX 1600
 Jesuit missionary and scholar, Matteo Ricci, starts 

evangelizing China 1601

 Emperor Rudolph II permits freedom of 
religion in Bohemia 1609

 Galileo is prohibited by Church 
from scientific studies 1617
 Thirty Years’ War 1618-48

 Pilgrims land at Plymouth 
Rock on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts 1620

Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople   
befriends Protestants, presents earliest known copy 
of the Bible in Greek (Codex Alexandrinus) to  
     Charles I of England 1629

Catholicism wiped out in Japan  thousands of 
martyrs killed by the government 1630

First Baptist church formed   in London 1633

Inquisition forces Galileo to recant his belief   
in Copernican theory 1633

Welsh Puritan Roger Williams   
banished from Massachusetts; establishes Providence, 

Rhode Island; proclaims complete religious freedom 1636

 Westminster Confession accepted as statement of 
Presbyterianism in Scotland and England 1646

 Beginnings of the Quaker movement (the Society of Friends) 1647

 Waldensians embrace Protestantism 1655

 First Bible translation into Arabic printed in Rome 1671

 John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress published 1678

 Edict of Nantes revoked; Huguenots flee France 1685

 English Parliament issues Toleration Act (tolerating all Protestant groups, but not Roman Catholics) 1689

 Chinese emperor officially allows Christianity; Ricci’s initial 2,000 converts multiply to 300,000 1692

 George Frideric Handel writes the Messiah in 18 days 1741-42 

 William Wilberforce leads Parliament to abolish slave trade in the British Empire  1807
 Restoration Movement gives rise to the Disciples of Christ and some Church of Christ groups 1811

 The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) founded by Richard Allen, a free Black 1816
 Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith (reestablished by 

Pope Pius VII) spurs Roman Catholic missionary efforts in Ethiopia, 
Mongolia, North Africa, and Hawaii  1822

 Catholic Emancipation in England allows Roman Catholics to sit 
in Parliament and to hold almost any public office 1828
 Friedrich Schleiermacher, the “Father of Liberal Protestant Theology,” 

teaches that God is within human reality, not above it 1830
 Joseph Smith, Jr., founds the Church of the Latter-day Saints (Mormonism), which denies the Trinity 1830

 Oxford Movement calls the Church of England to return to “high church” practices and doctrines 1833
 George Müller opens faith orphanage in England 1836

 David Livingstone, missionary, goes to Africa 1840

 Adventist Movement begins with William Miller 1844
 Baptist preacher Charles H. Spurgeon draws such great crowds that a 

church is built for him in England 1854

 Charles Darwin writes Origin of the Species 1859
 Seventh-Day Adventist Church founded 1863

 “In God We Trust” first appears on U.S. coins 1864
 Hudson Taylor begins China Inland Mission 1865
 Former slaves join with other African-Americans to start denominations in America, including the Black 

Baptists and the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church  1865
 First Vatican Council (Roman Catholic) on faith; church declares papal infallibility dogma 1870
 Christian Science and Jehovah’s Witnesses (Watchtower) founded; both deny Christ’s deity 1871-9

 The Salvation Army founded to minister to the poor 1878

 B.B. Warfield, Reformed theologian, becomes principal at Princeton seminary 1887

 Amy Carmichael, Irish missionary to India, starts work with children rescued from temple prostitution  1901
 Welsh Revival 1904-05 

 Scofield Bible published 1909

 Scopes “Monkey” Trial (State of Tennessee v. John Scopes) on the teaching of evolution 1925
 Ecumenical Missionary Conference held in Jerusalem 1928

 Wycliffe Bible Translators founded  1934
 Rudolf Bultmann leads movement to “demythologize” the Bible 1941

 Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest known copies of portions of the Bible (c. 100 BC) 1948
 Billy Graham’s Los Angeles Crusade launches his ministry 1949
 World Council of Churches formed by representatives from all major Christian denominations except Roman Catholic 1950
 Pope Pius XII proclaims dogma of bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary 1950

 Scientology and Unification Churches founded; neither accepts the Trinity nor the deity of Jesus Christ 1954

 U.S. Supreme Court rules no locality may require recitation of Lord’s Prayer or Bible verses in public schools 1963

 Baptist minister Martin Luther King, Jr. receives Nobel Peace Prize for civil rights efforts 1964
 Many major national and international crusades held: Latin America (Luis Palau), worldwide Here’s Life crusade (Campus 

Crusade), Korea (Billy Graham), Jesus Movement in the U.S.; charismatic movement 1970s
 The Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church end a 400-year-old dispute by agreeing on a definition of the “essential meaning of the Eucharist” 1971

 U.S. Supreme Court rules on Roe v. Wade, landmark case overturning state laws outlawing abortion 1973
 Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Poland becomes Pope John Paul II 1978

 A federal court in Little Rock, Arkansas, declares it unconstitutional to teach “creationism” equally with the theory of evolution 1982
 The World Council of Churches holds historic interdenominational Eucharist 1983

 The Coptic Pope Shenouda released from banishment preaches reconciliation with Egypt’s Islamic majority 1985
 Beijing’s Roman Catholic Cathedral is reopened 1985

 Celebrations in Moscow mark 1,000 years of Christianity in Russia 1988
 Chinese government launches “Strike Hard” anti-crime campaign aimed at controlling crime and registering house churches 1996
 Death of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Catholic nun who spent 50 years caring for the poor and dying 1997
 Pope John Paul II apologizes for Roman Catholic Church’s lack of moral leadership during Holocaust 1997

 More than 1,500 Christians killed and 173 churches destroyed in Nigeria 2004
 Totalitarian regime of North Korea kills hundreds of Christians 2005
 Christians arrested in Saudi Arabia during worship in private homes 2005
 Christians in Somalia flee after believers killed by Muslims 2005
 Crackdown on house churches throughout China; government registration aimed at greater control 2005

 Increased violence against Christians and attacks on churches in India 2005

 Pope Clement XI condemns “Chinese Rites,” the mixture of Confucianism and 
ancestor worship with Christianity in China.  1704

 First Presbyterian church in America 1706
 Christian religious teaching prohibited in China 1716

 Peter the Great appoints the Holy Synod to head the Russian Orthodox church, putting the 
church under the state’s control until 1917 1721

 Quakers demand abolition of slavery 1727
 Jonathan Edwards, American theologian, preaches in Northampton 1729

 The Great Awakening in New England, led by George Whitefield, Anglican preacher  1740
 Frederick II (the Great) introduces freedom of press and freedom of worship in Prussia 1740

 Great Britain adopts Gregorian calendar 1752
 John Newton, former slave trader converts, writes “Amazing Grace” 1764

 Czarina Catherine the Great grants freedom of worship in Russia 1766
 Fr. Junipero Serra founds the first of nine missions in California 1769

 First independent Black Baptist church established in America 1773
 Pope Clement XIV dissolves Jesuit order 1773

 “Sunday school” developed in England by Robert Raikes out of concern for urban poor 1780
 Russian Orthodox send missionaries to Alaska 1784

 Mennonites from Central Europe settle in Canada 1786

 First Roman Catholic bishop consecrated in America 1790
 Second Great Awakening: revival begins in New England and sweeps the U.S. for 30 years 1792

 William and Dorothy Carey of England sail as missionaries for India 1793
 Freedom of worship in France 1795
 Many American churches begin to divide over slave holding  1795

 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland established with one 
monarch and one parliament; Catholics excluded from voting 1801

 Lateran Treaty establishes independent Vatican City 1929 

  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem 6-4 BC
  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, teaches, does miracles, claims to be God c. 26

  Jesus crucified, resurrected, appears to more than 500 disciples at one time; ascends 
into heaven 30

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem 30

  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is stoned to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jews expelled from Rome 49

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fire in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; Roman persecution of Christians 
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

  Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas, 
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Death of John, the only one of Jesus’ 12 disciples to die a natural death; all others are martyred c. 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity; gnostic gospels appear and are vigorously refuted by Church leaders such 
as Justin Martyr, Miltiades, Theophilus of Antioch, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Tertullian. 100-250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100-200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus, the Roman theologian, records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236
  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; lists 20 New Testament books as canonical (officially accepted and recognized as authoritative) c. 180

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

 The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

  The Scriptures have been translated into 
seven languages, including Syriac and Coptic 
(Egyptian) 200

  The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized as having the highest honor 200

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220
He writes, “The Gospel has been preached in all creation under heaven.”

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after refusing to sacrifice to the Roman gods 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius: eremitical (individual hermits) and cenobitic (religious groups or orders) c. 270

  Mass conversion of Armenia under Gregory the Illuminator; King Tiridates makes Christianity the state religion 287

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

 Charlemagne prohibits prostitution 801

 Charlemagne dies 814

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

 Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

 Origin of the Church modes, leading c. 750 years later to major and minor scales 850

 Charlemagne’s empire split between his three grandsons 843

 Nestorians persecuted by imperial government in China 845

 Muslims invade Italy, sack Rome, and damage the Vatican 846

 Earliest known attempt at polyphonic music 855

 Prince Boris I of Bulgaria accepts Christianity 864

 The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople 
excommunicate each other 879

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text 
(Hebrew Old Testament) 920

 Dome of the Rock, gold-domed shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688-691

 Veneration of images reestablished 842

  First Baptist church is founded in 
Amsterdam by John Smyth, who baptizes 
himself 1609 Thirty Years’ War: Protestants 

revolt against Catholic 
oppression; ends with princes 
of the Holy Roman Empire 
receiving freedom to choose 
the religion of their territories.

 Martin Luther is born 1483
 Cromwell dies 1658

 Restoration of Charles II in England 1660  Methodists separate from the Church of England to form a distinct group 1797

 Communism spreads anti-religious ideology throughout Europe, Asia, 
and Latin America; Christianity eradicated from education 1917

 Yonggi Cho plants the church in Seoul, Korea, that becomes the largest Christian congregation in the world 1958
 The charismatic movement, emphasizing the work and gifts of the Holy Spirit, influences numerous denominations c. 1960

  Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early Christian experience in prison diary 203

 Erection of first Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem (destroyed by fire in 529) 325

  All New Testament books written 49-96
  Antony of Egypt, early church father who fought Arian heresy 251-356

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium and renames it Constantinople 330

 Death of Pachomius, father of monasticism in the East 346

 Boniface, missionary to Germany 675-754

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675-753

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, 
theologian 1033-1109 

 Hildegard of Bingen, Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, and preacher 1098-1179

The Rheims-Douay Bible, 
first English translation of 

the Roman Catholic Bible 
1582/1609

 Johann Sebastian Bach, composer called “The Fifth Evangelist” 1685-1750

 Isaac Watts, hymn writer 1674-1771

John Nelson Darby,  
father of dispensationalism 1800-82 

Harriet Beecher Stowe,  
author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, abolitionist 1811-96

Søren Kierkegaard,  
philosopher and writer 

1813-55

 Karl Barth, Neo-orthodox theologian 1886-1968

 Many modern-language versions of the Bible published 1950-present

 The Amish founded by Jakob Amman 1693

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his first Apology c. 155

Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197 

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

 Michelangelo paints the 
Sistine Chapel 1503-1512

  Church leader Papias mentions the four 
Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament 
fragment still in existance today c. 110

      Condemned gnostic writings, including the Gospel of Judas.

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, 
the oldest complete Bibles still in existence, 
in use c. 350

 The king orders The Great Bible to be placed in English churches 1539

 The JESUS film, an evangelistic film, is seen by a viewing audience of more than 5 billion since 1979 2006

 

 Goth and barbarian invasions of Roman Empire begin c. 370

 Roman Empire permanently divided: western empire ruled 
from Rome; eastern empire ruled from Constantinople 395

 Venice founded by refugees from Attila’s Huns 452
 First definite records of 

Japanese history 400 
 Barbarians settle in 

Roman provinces 
425

 Beginnings of alchemy 410

Attila  
becomes ruler of the Huns 433

 Growing Buddhist influence in China 310

 First Gupta dynasty in India 320

 The Jews improve their calendar by introducing different lengths of years 338

 Huns (Mongols) invade Europe 360

 Huns invade Russia 378
 Attila dies 453

 Vandals sack Rome 455

  The Huns withdraw from Europe 470

 Ostrogothic kingdom of Italy established by Theodoric the Great 493

 Flowering of Mayan city civilization in southern Mexico 475

 Western Roman Empire ends as Odoacer, German chieftain, 
overthrows the last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustulus, and 
becomes king of Italy 476

 Philosopher Proclus becomes head of the Platonic 
Academy in Athens 476

 The first Shinto shrines appear in Japan 478
 Emperor Justinian sends missionaries to China and Ceylon; 

they smuggle out silkworms, thus beginning the European 
silk industry 552

 First authenticated record of decimal 
reckoning in India 595

 Plague begins in Constantinople; halves the population of Europe 542–594

 Clovis, king of the Franks dies; realm divided among four sons 511

 Boethius, Roman scholar and philosopher, accused of high treason, imprisoned 
and executed; while in prison he writes De Consolatione Philosophia 524

 Justinian I, the Great (483–565), becomes Byzantine emperor 527; 
issues first code of civil laws (the Codex Vetus) 529

 Building of St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople begins after the city is destroyed 
during the violent Nika riot 532

 Arthur, legendary king of the Britons, killed 537

 War breaks out between Persia and the Byzantine Empire 539  Tibet begins to develop into a unitary state c. 600

 Barbarian invasions halt in Western Europe c. 600

 Book printing in China begins c. 600

 From India, smallpox spreads via China and Asia Minor to southern Europe c. 600

 Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, is born 606

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Production of porcelain begins in China 620
 The Hegira: Muhammad’s flight from Mecca to Medina; Year One in the Muslim calendar 622

 Muhammad marries Aisha, the 10-year-old daughter of Abu Bakhr, future first Caliph of the Muhammadans 624
 Muhammad captures Mecca and writes letters to all the rulers of the world, explaining principles of the Muslim faith 628

 Muhammad dies; Medina becomes seat of first Caliph, Abu Bakhr, who succeeds his son-in-law Muhammad 632
 Buddhism becomes state religion in Tibet c. 632

 Persia appeals to China for help against Muslims 638
 Arabs find the famous library at Alexandria with 300,000 papyrus scrolls 640

 Arabs conquer the Persians 641
 Eastern Roman Empire weakened by the Arab 

conquest of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Syria 642

 Arabs attack North Africa 670

 Ravenna Cosmography, catalog of all known countries, towns, 
and rivers appears 685

 Clovis III becomes king of all Franks 691

 Arabs overrun Armenia 694
 Persecution of Jews in Spain 695

  Arabs destroy Carthage 697

 Population explosion in China leads to first large urban developments 700

 Buddhist monasteries in Japan become centers of civilization 710

 Spanish Jews, freed by the Arabs, begin their cultural development 711

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their first foothold in Europe 711

 Arabs occupy Samarkand and make it a center of Islamic culture; learn the art of making paper 712

 Kojiki, first history of Japan, is compiled 712

 Muslim empire extends from the Pyrenees to China, 
with Damascus as its capital 715

 Caliph Omar II grants tax exemption to all believers 717

 Height of Buddhist influence in China 725

 Charles Martel defeats the Muslims in France, stopping the Muslim advance in Europe for 100 years 732

 Prime of medicine, astronomy, mathematics, optics, and chemistry in Arab Spain 750

 The four sects of Islam appear: Sunnites, Hafenites, Shafites, and Malikites 751

 Founding of Turkish Empire by Tartar tribe in Armenia 760

  Charlemagne, Charles the Great, becomes king of the Franks 771

 Euclid’s Elements translated into Arabic 774

 Caliph Mahdi institutes an inquisition 775

 Vikings land in Ireland 795

 Flowering of Korean civilization 797

 City of Machu Picchu flourishes in Peru 799

 Earliest records of Persian poetry and literature 800

 Persian scientist and mathematician Muhammed ibn Musa al Chwarazami 
writes a book on equations and coins the term “algebra” 810

 Arabs conquer Crete, Sicily, and Sardinia 826–827

 Caliph Mamun founds the Academy  
of Translations at Baghdad 830

 Groups of Jews settle in Germany and develop their 
own language, Yiddish  850

 Astrolabe perfected by the Arabs 850

 Norse pirates, or Norsemen, attack as far south as 
the Mediterranean but are thwarted 859

 Norsemen discover Iceland 861

 Rurik, first Russian grand prince, founds Novgorod, establishing the Russian nation 862

 The Russian Northmen attack Constantinople 865

 Calibrated candles are used in England for the 
first time to measure time 870

 Muslims gain control of Sicily 902

 Alfred the Great becomes king of Britain 871

 Constantinople still the commercial and cultural center of the world c. 900

 The beginning of the famous Arabian tales A Thousand and One Nights c. 900

 The Jewish book of creation, Sepher Yetzirah, written c. 900

 Vikings have developed the art of shipbuilding and discover Greenland c. 900

 Russians again attack Constantinople 904

 Commercial treaties between Russia and Constantinople 907

 Córdoba, Spain, becomes seat of Arab learning, science, commerce, and industry 930

 Firdausi, greatest Persian poet, born 935

 Otto I the Great becomes King of Germany 936

 Revolts against imperial rule set off a period of civil war in Japan 939

 Russian Grand Duchess Olga christened in Constantinople 955

 Mieczyslaw (Mieszko) I becomes first ruler of Poland 960

 The present arithmetical notation brought to 
Europe by the Arabs 975

 First Chinese encyclopedia of 1,000 volumes begun, completed c. 984–978

 Viking raider Leif Ericson discovers North America, 
calls it Vinland (Nova Scotia) 1000

 Beowulf, Old English epic written 1000

  Spiritual center of Judaism switches from Mesopotamia 
to Spain 1000

  Artistic revival in Italy (fresco and mosaic painting) 1000

 Murasaki Shikibu finishes The Tale of Genji, 
the world’s first novel 1008

 Danes control England 1013

 Canute takes the English throne 1016

Jaroslav the Wise,   Prince of Kiev, codifies 
Russian law and builds cities, schools, and 
churches 1020

Omar Khayyam,   Persian poet 
and scientist, born 1027

Canute conquers Norway,   dies in 1035; 
kingdom divided among his sons: Harold 
Harefoot (England), Sweyn (Norway), 
Hardecanute (Denmark) 1028

Rise of the Seljuk Turks 1042  

 Robert Guiscard, Norman invader, establishes kingdom in Italy 1053

 Seljuk Turks (Asian nomads) move west and capture Baghdad, 
Armenia (1064), Syria, and Palestine (1075) 1055

 William of Normandy invades England, defeats last Saxon king; crowned William I of England (“the Conqueror”) 1066

 Constantine the African brings Greek medicine to the Western world 1071

 Conflict with English and French kings and German emperors continues throughout medieval period 1073

 First record of gondolas in Venice 1094

 Decline of Islamic science c. 1100

 Order of Knights Hospitalers of St. John founded in Jerusalem 1113

 Florence becomes free republic 1115

 Moses Maimonides, Jewish religious philosopher, is born 1135

 Eric of Sweden conquers Finland 1157

 Tristan et Iseult, Celtic epic by Beroul 
and Thomas 1160

 Troubadours (wandering minstrels) glorify 
romantic concepts of feudalism 1162

 Chrétien de Troyes produces Lancelot, romance of 
courtly love 1170

 First authenticated influenza epidemics in Europe 1173

 Walter Map organizes the Arthurian legends in their present form 1176

 Massacre of the Jews at the coronation of Richard I 
the Lionheart in London 1189

 Richard conquers Cyprus and sells it to the Templars 1191

 Second era of Maya civilization begins in Central America 1191

 Islam begins to replace Indian religions 1200

 Development of Jewish cabalistic philosophy in southern Europe 1200

 The first court jesters appear at European courts 1202

 King John forced by barons to sign the Magna 
Carta at Runnymede, limiting royal power 1215

 Mongols invade Russia 1224

 Leprosy imported to Europe by the Crusaders 1230

 Mongols defeat Germans in Silesia, invade Poland 
and Hungary, and withdraw from Europe after 
Ughetai, Mongol leader, dies 1241

 Kublai Khan governs China, becomes ruler of Mongols 
(1259), establishes Yuan dynasty in China (1280), 
invades Burma (1287), dies (1294) 1251

 Dante Alighieri is born 1265

 First toll roads used in England 1269

 Marco Polo of Venice travels to China, in court of Kublai Khan (1275–1292), returns to Genoa (1295) and writes Travels 1271

 Moses de Leon, Jewish theologian, produces the 
Zohar, fundamental work on Jewish mysticism 1275

 Invention of the glass mirror 1278

 Invention of spectacles 1290

 English King Edward I summons 
the Model Parliament 1295

 Salic Law, excluding women from succession to throne, adopted in France 1317

 Beginning of the Renaissance in Italy 1325

  Aztecs found Tenochtitlán, their capital, on site of modern Mexico City 1327

 Ivan I, Grand Duke of Russia, makes Moscow his capital 1328

 Bubonic plague originates in India 1332

 Peak of Muslim culture in Spain 1333

 1337–1453 Hundred Years’ War: English and French kings fight for control of France

 Petrarch is crowned poet on the Capitol, Rome 1341

 Ming Dynasty begins in China, expels Mongols 1368

 Restoration of the Great Wall of China 1368

 Robin Hood appears in English popular literature 1375

 Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales appear 1387

 Byzantines lose last possessions in Asia Minor to Turks 1390

 Timur, the Mongol conqueror, begins 
last great conquest—Delhi 1398

 Compilation of “Yung Lo Ta Tien,” Chinese encyclopedia in 
22,937 volumes, only three copies made 1403

 Portugal’s Prince Henry the Navigator sponsors exploration of Africa’s coast 1418–60 

 Modern English develops from Middle English 1430
 Incas rule in Peru 1438

  Beginning of the Renaissance; Florence 
becomes center of arts and learning c. 1450

 The Wars of the Roses, civil wars between rival noble factions, in England 1455–85

 Ivan the Great rules Russia until 1505 as first czar; ends payment of tribute to Mongols 1462

 Portuguese navigators discover West Africa 1470

 The first orphanages open in Holland and Italy 1490

 Moors are conquered in Spain by troops of Ferdinand and Isabella 1492
 Vasco da Gama sails around Africa and discovers sea route to India (1498)  1497

 Turks conquer Egypt, control Arabia 1517

 Hernando Cortes conquers Mexico for Spain 1519

 Troops of the Holy Roman Empire attack Rome; end of Italian Renaissance 1527
 Ivan IV (“the Terrible”) crowned as czar of Russia 1547

 Akbar the Great becomes Mogul emperor of India 1556

 Mary Queen of Scots executed for treason 1587 

 Pompeii discovered 1592 

 Jamestown, Virginia, established—first 
permanent English colony on American 
mainland 1607

Massachusetts   
Bay Colony founded 1630

 Dutch peasants (Boers) settle in South Africa 1660

 British take New Amsterdam from the Dutch and rename it New York 1664

 War of European powers against the Turks (to 1699); high point of Turkish advance in Europe 1683

 James II of England calls for freedom of conscience; Protestants fear restoration of 
Catholicism and demand “Glorious Revolution” 1687

  Peter the Great becomes Czar of Russia; attempts to westernize nation and build Russia as a military power 1689

 United Kingdom of Great Britain formed: 
England, Wales, and Scotland  1707

 Tibet becomes Chinese protectorate 1720

 Koran translated into English 1734

 Publication of the Encyclopédie in France, the “bible” of the 
Enlightenment 1751

 Catherine II (“the Great”) becomes czarina of Russia 1762
 Mozart writes his first symphony at age eight 1764

 Britain imposes the Stamp Act on the American colonists 1765
 The Boston Massacre 1770

 American Revolution, Declaration of Independence  1775-83
 Act of Congress prohibits import of slaves into the U.S. 1778

 Constitution of the United States of America signed 1787

 Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette executed; Reign of Terror begins in France 1793
 Rosetta Stone discovered in Egypt, making possible the deciphering of hieroglyphics  1799

 First Opium War between Britain and China; Treaty of Nanking 
confirms cession of Hong Kong to Great Britain 1839-42 

 U.S. Civil War; amendment to the U.S. Constitution abolishes slavery 1861-65 

 Statue of Liberty dedicated 1886
  “Jack the Ripper” murders in London 1888

 New Zealand becomes first country in the world 
to grant women the vote 1893

 Chinese Boxer Rebellion against foreign influence 1898

 Human genome deciphered 2000
 Earthquake kills thousands in India 2001
 In U.S., terrorists attack World Trade Center and Pentagon 2001

 U.S. and Britain launch war against Iraq 2003
 Enormous tsunami devastates Asia; at least 225,000 killed 2004

 Hurricane Katrina causes massive damage in U.S. Gulf states 2005

 Death of Pope John Paul II 2005
 End to 20 years of civil war in Sudan; 2 million dead  2005

 Napoleon transforms the Consulate of France into an empire, proclaims himself 
emperor of France, systematizes French law under Code Napoleon 1804

 Congress of Vienna: End of Napoleonic Wars. Victorious 
allies change the map of Europe 1815

 Mexico becomes a republic 1824

 U.S. declares war on Mexico 1846
 Brigham Young leads Mormons to Great Salt Lake 1846

 Revolts in Paris, Vienna, Venice, Berlin, Milan, Rome, and Warsaw 1848
 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels’s Communist Manifesto 1848

 California gold rush begins 1849
 U.S. Supreme Court, in Dred Scott decision, rules that a slave is not a citizen  1857

 Swiss humanist Jean Henri Dunant proposes the foundation of an 
international voluntary relief organization: the Red Cross 1862

 Abraham Lincoln fatally shot at Ford’s Theater  1865
 Ku Klux Klan founded by Confederate veterans in Tennessee 1865

 Arian Visigoths sack Rome 410

 The Russian Revolution of 1905 begins on “Bloody Sunday”  1905
 Chinese Republic proclaimed after revolution overthrows Manchu dynasty 1911

 Titanic sinks on maiden voyage; over 1,500 drown 1912
 Balkan Wars 1912-1913

 World War I  1914-1918

 Genocide of estimated 1,000,000 Armenian Christians by Turkish soldiers 1895-1923

 Russian Revolution 1917
 Balfour Declaration promises Jewish homeland in Palestine 1917

 Russian revolutionaries execute the former czar and his family; Russian Civil War  1918
 Worldwide influenza epidemic strikes; by 1920, nearly 20 million are dead  1918

 Mahatma Gandhi begins nonviolent resistance movement against British rule in India 1919
 Adolph Hitler publishes Volume I of Mein Kampf 1925

 Charles A. Lindbergh flies first successful solo 
nonstop flight from New York to Paris 1927

  World War II 1939-1945
 United Nations established  1945

 Nation of Israel proclaimed 1948
 Rosa Parks refuses to sit at the back of the bus; 

Martin Luther King, Jr, leads black boycott of 
Montgomery, Ala, bus system 1955
 Space Age begins: Russians launch Sputnik I, first 

Earth-orbiting satellite  1957
 Vietnam War 1957-1975 

 Berlin Wall erected between East and West 
Berlin to halt flood of refugees 1961

 Arab-Israeli Six-Day War  1967

 Martin Luther King, Jr, civil rights 
leader, slain 1968

 Apollo 11 astronauts take man’s first walk on moon 1969
 Pol Pot and Khmer Rouge take over Cambodia 1975-1979 

 AIDS first identified 1981
 Major nuclear accident at Soviet Union’s Chernobyl power station  1986

 Thousands demonstrating for democracy killed in Tiananmen 
Square, Beijing  1989

  Berlin Wall demolished 1989

 World Wide Web debuts, popularizes Internet 1990

 Western Alliance ends cold war and proposes joint action with 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1990

 Persian Gulf War  1990-91
 South African Parliament repeals apartheid laws 1991

 Rwandan genocide of Tutsis by Hutus begins 1994
 Taliban Muslim fundamentalists capture Afghan capital 1996

 Europeans agree on single currency, the euro 1998

  Gaius Caligula becomes Roman emperor 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Buddhism introduced to China 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

  Trajan rules as emperor; under him, the Roman Empire 
reaches its greatest geographical extent spreading to 
Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98-117

  Hadrian rules Rome; codifies Roman law, rebuilds Pantheon, establishes postal 
system, builds wall between England and Scotland 117–138

  Final Diaspora (dispersion) of Jews begins 150–159

  Earliest known Sanskrit inscriptions in India 150

  Marcus Aurelius rules Rome 161–180

  The oldest Mayan temples in Central America 164

  The Great Plague in the Roman Empire 164–180

  Ptolemy draws 26 maps of various countries 170

  Silkworms arrive from Korea in China, and subsequently in Japan 200

  Period of neo-Platonism, last of Greek philosophies 210

  Formation of neo-Hebrew language 215

  Goths invade Asia Minor; Persian (Sassanid) empire re-established 220

  End of Chinese Han dynasty, followed by four centuries of division 220

  Rome celebrates its 1,000th anniversary 248

  Diophantus of Alexandria produces the first book on algebra 250

  Classic period of Mayan civilization begins; Mayans develop hieroglyphic writing, make advances in art, architecture, science 250–900

  Goths, divided into Visigoths and Ostrogoths, invade Black Sea area 257

  The Goths sack Athens, Sparta, and Corinth 268

  The first form of a compass known to have been used in China 271

 Copernicus publishes that the earth 
actually revolves around the sun 1512

 Mongol Genghis Khan rises to power; conquers China, Iran and Iraq 1211
 Mali Empire reaches its height (Africa) under King Mansa Musa 1312

 Columbus discovers the Americas  1492

 Buddhism introduced to Japan 552
 Foundation of first Buddhist 

monastery in Japan 587

 Plague in Rome 590  Peter Abelard, French theologian and philosopher, is born 1079

 The game of chess arrives in England 1151

 Jews banished from France 1182

 Holland is center of European music c. 1426

  Leonardo da Vinci is born 1452
 Peasants’ Revolt in Germany 1525

 Justinian I and Theodora I, rulers during Byzantine “Golden Era” 483-565

 Pagan Angles and Saxons invade 
Christian Britain; Christians flee to 
Wales. c.  440-450

  Gnostic Nag Hammadi documents written more than 150 years after New Testament canon is closed 250-450

Roman Emperor 
Caligula proclaimed 
himself to be a god 
and made his horse a 
senator.

The Colosseum 
in Rome was built 
AD 71-80, shortly 
after the death of 
Peter and Paul

Roman coin of Emperor 
Nero and his wife, Agrippina. 
Nero blamed Christians for 
a fire that destroyed much of 
Rome. He later committed 
suicide.

Bust of St. Paul by 
Alessandro Algardi 
(1598-1654)

When St. Paul traveled 
through Greece, he 
commented on the number 
of gods they worshiped, 
including the goddess 
Athena. 

Early Christians 
created this mosaic 
floor in a church in 
Galilee to depict 
Jesus’ miracle of  
feeding the 5,000 with 
loaves and fishes.

The Madaba Map, a 
mosaic from the 500s, shows 

basilicas (churches) built by early 
Christians in Jerusalem.

The Dome of the Rock, built in 688.
The exposed bedrock in the center 
of this Muslim shrine in Jerusalem 
is believed by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer.to be the location of the 

Holy of Holies 

Icon of St. Theodosius
The use of icons was 
debated throughout 
the East for 100 
years.

The Church of St. 
Anne in Jerusalem 
is one of the finest 

examples of Crusader 
architecture.

The iconostasis of an Orthodox 
church separates the nave (the 
central area of the church) and 
the altar.

The Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem 
was built on 
the site many 
scholars believe 
to be the place of 
Jesus’ burial and 
resurrection.

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last Crusader 
stronghold in the Holy 
Land, fell to Egyptian 
Mamluks in 1291.

Johann Gutenberg 
printed the Latin 
Vulgate, the first 
book printed using 
movable metal 
type.

Gutenberg
Page

Martyrs’ 
Memorial 

in Oxford 
commemorates 

the death of three 
Protestant leaders 

(Cranmer, Ridley, and 
Latimer)

Erasmus, priest 
and Greek scholar, 
wanted everyone 
to be able to read 
the Bible.

Queen Mary banned Protestant translations of 
the English Bible and burned more than 300 

men, women, and children at the stake.

William Tyndale, 
called the “Father of 
the English Bible” 
whose version formed 
the basis of the King 

James Bible.  

King Henry VIII 
broke from Roman 
Catholicism and 
established the 
Church of England 
with himself as the 
supreme head.

Galileo 
agreed with 
Copernicus’s 
theory that the 
earth moved 
around the 
sun. He was 
censured by 
the church 
and kept from 
teaching his 
views because 
his proofs were 
inadequate. 
The case was 
closed in his 
favor in 1992.

King James I of England commissioned 
54 scholars to undertake a new Bible 
translation, which took six years to 
complete. 

William Carey, called the “Father 
of modern Protestant Missions” 

Anglican minister  
John Wesley 

John Wesley traveled 
throughout Britain on 
horseback, reportedly 
giving 40,000 sermons 
during his lifetime.

The “unsinkable” Titanic 
struck an iceberg and sank, 
killing over 1,500 people.

Richard Allen 
founded 
the African 
Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church in 
Philadelphia.

Billy Graham, 
Southern Baptist 
minister, preached to 
the largest crusade 
in history—1.1 million 
people in Seoul, 
South Korea, in 1973.

Tiananmen Square, 
Beijing, China

Monument to  
 Peter the Great

Napoleon 

Origen

Saint Benedict detail from a fresco 
by Fra Angelico, San Marco, 

Florence (c. 1400-1455)

St. Gregory the Great by 
Carlo Saraceni (c. 1610)

St. Sophia Basilica, Istanbul

The Venerable Bede, 
known as “The father of 
English history”

Bust of Otto 
the Great by 

Johann Gottfried 
Schadow (1830-

1842)

Richard I (The 
Lionheart)

Mother Teresa 
was featured 
on the cover of 
Time magazine 
in 1975.

Yoido Full Gospel Church, world’s 
largest Christian congregation, 
Seoul, Korea.

Emperor Constantine 
legalized Christianity 

in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in 
the West.

Jerome 
translated 

the Scriptures 
into Latin in AD 410. 

Called the Latin Vulgate, 
it took 25 years to complete 
and remained the basic Bible 
for many centuries.

Emperor 
Charlemagne by 
Albrecht Durer 
(1512)

Viking
The Entry of the 
Crusaders into 
Constantinople by 
Eugene Dalacroix 
(1840)

Pope Alexander III Receives an 
Ambassador by Aretino Spinello

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

Chartres 
Cathedral, 
Chartres, 
France

Joan of Arc Kisses the 
Sword of Liberation 
by Dante Gabriel 
Rosetti (1863)

John Wycliffe Reading 
His Translation of the 
Bible to John of Gaunt 
by Ford Madox Brown 
(1847-61)

Columbus

Pyramid at 
Tenochtitlán
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One giant 
leap for 
mankind.

Model of 
Sputnik 
I, the first 
Earth-orbiting 
satellite.

Machu Picchu

 New government laws ease the situation for Christians in Vietnam 2004
Though one the last Communist-ruled countries in the world, 
Vietnam allows the Evangelical Church of Vietnam to build church 
buildings and conduct training; the Roman Catholic Church allowed 
to open new diocese and ordain 57 new priests.

 Council of Trent  1545-63 The Catholic Counter-Reformation condemns indulgence sellers, 
immorality of clergy, nepotism (appointing family members to church offices), and Protestantism.

Rise of Nazism,   leading to World War II and the death of 6 million Jews and millions of Christians 1933-45
Modern Martyrs: In 1945 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran pastor and a leader of the underground church 
in Germany, is hanged for plotting to kill Adolph Hitler. Franciscan priest Maxmilian Kolbe, prisoner in 
Auschwitz, volunteers to die and is executed in place of a fellow prisoner.

 Second Vatican Council 1962
The Council accepts Protestants as “separated brethren,” encourages translating and reading the Bible, revokes the excommunication of the 
Great Schism (1054), upholds papal infallibility and encourages services (the Mass) to be held in each common language rather than in Latin.

 Dutch Reformed Synod 
of Dort  1618

Civil war in England 1642  

 The YMCA and YWCA formed  1844
The Young Men’s/Women’s Christian Association formed in London during the Industrial 
Revolution to introduce Christianity to new large populations in urban areas.

 Immaculate Conception dogma pronounced by Pope Pius IX 1854
It states that Mary, Jesus’ mother, was free from original sin, a belief 
debated since the Middle Ages.

 Five “fundamentals” of the faith  1895
Set forth by the Evangelical Alliance to define the line between fundamentalism and modernism 
(radical liberalism): inerrancy of Scripture, deity of Jesus, Virgin birth, Jesus’ death providing 
substitutionary atonement, Jesus’ physical resurrection, and his imminent return. 

 Azusa Street revivals (Los Angeles) 1906 Led by William Seymour, the revivals emphasize living a holy life as 
demonstrated by Spirit baptism and evidenced by speaking in tongues. Beginnings of Pentecostalism.

 German Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf welcomes fleeing Hussites from Moravia 1722
These Moravian Brethren form a piestic colony that sends out missionaries to Africa, India, and 
the Americas.

 Conversions of John and Charles Wesley 1738 founders of the Methodist Church
The Wesleys’ emphasis on living a holy life by doing specific spiritual disciplines each week is derided as “methodist.”.

 Erasmus, priest and Greek scholar, publishes a Greek translation of the New Testament 1516

 Beginning of Puritanism in England 1560 Puritans sought to purify the Church of England 
through emphasis on Scripture reading, less church ceremony, and diligence.

 Death of Philipp Jakob Spener, the “father of Pietism”  1705
Pietism emphasizes a personal religious experience, and 
living a life of intense devotion.

 Gunpowder Plot fails 1605  Catholic extremists 
attempt to kill King James I and blow up 

     Parliament, seizing the government.

 Greek Catholic (Melkite) church established in what is now Lebanon 1724
Primarily located in Ethiopia and parts of Egypt, the Melkite church accepted the Council of Chalcedon in 451, rejecting monophysitism.

 French Revolution  French Revolution begins with the storming of the Bastille 1789
The French Revolution results in a new government and a new religion hostile to Christianity, 
“The Cult of Reason.” Thousands of Catholic and some Protestant clergy are executed.

 Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius 
becomes professor at Leiden. 1603 

 King James Version Bible (The 
Authorized Version) published 1611

 First Act of Supremacy ends papal authority over the English church 1534
The act is repealed in 1554 and reinstated in 1559. Breaking away from Roman 
Catholic control, the new “Church of England” will eventually set forth a doctrinal 
statement, The 39 Articles, and will be referred to as the Anglican Church.

Council of Brest-Litovsk 1596   Most Orthodox in Kiev, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and 
Polish Galatia (Uniat Churches) join communion with Roman Catholic Church.

 The Munster Rebellion 1536 Anabaptist revolutionaries take over Munster and are 
slaughtered. Later, a pacifist Anabaptist movement develops under the leadership of Menno Simons.

 Queen Elizabeth I becomes queen of England and Supreme Governor of the Church of England  1558
She aims for a compromise between Catholics and Protestants. She is excommunicated by the pope in 1570, 
and then persecutes Catholics.  Translation of the Bishop’s Bible begins.

 The Anabaptist movement begins in Zurich; spreads to Germany 1522
The Anabaptist movement, predecessor to Brethren and Mennonite churches, teaches 
believers’ baptism only, democratic decision making, and separation of church and state. 

 Fifth Council of Lateran  1512-17 Lateran V pronounces “Immortality of the Soul” as dogma of 
the Church; forbids printing of books without permission of Roman Catholic authorities.

Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395-430  
Augustine authored numerous theological works including City of God and arguments against Donatists, 
Pelagians, and Manichaeans. His writings dominated Christian theology in the West for centuries.

Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431  
Nestorianism taught that there were two distinct Persons in Jesus 
Christ (Mary is mother of the human part only), therefore some of 
Jesus’ actions were human and some were divine. Pelagianism 
claimed that man can attain salvation by works. The Council of 
Ephesus defined Mary, Jesus’ mother, as Theotokos, “bearer of 
God,” to show that Jesus has one nature that is fully human and 
fully divine.

 Council of Chalcedon 451
Chalcedon focused on the divine and human 
natures of Christ, confirming Pope Leo’s 
Tome (the summary of his teaching) and 
condemning Appolinarianism, Nestorianism, and 
Monophysitism (also known as Eutychianism, 
which denies the humanity of Christ). Copts of 
Egypt and Syria divided, the majority forming 
monophysite or “One Nature” churches.

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553
The Fifth Council of Constantinople, convened by Emperor Justinian, condemned the “Three Chapters” 
(the writings of several theologians including Theodore of Mopsuestia) for alleged heresies.

 Gregory I elected first of the medieval popes 590
As a high ranking Roman official, Gregory resigned his post and donated his wealth to church relief 
efforts for the poor in 574. Known as Gregory the Great, he instituted reforms and sent missionaries 
(including Augustine of Canterbury) to re-evangelize England after Angle and Saxon pagans forced 
Christian Britons to Wales. He also promoted liturgical music and the growth of monasticism.

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart due to differences in 
church practices and expression of theology 680–692

 Pepin, son of Charles Martel, unites and rules the Franks 754
At the request of Pope Stephen II, Pepin invaded Italy to defend it against Lombard invaders. Pepin gave 
the conquered land to the church (called the Donation of Pepin), which established the papal states.

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787
 The Seventh Council of Nicaea condemned iconoclasm (the belief that venerating sacred 
images is idolatry) and Adoptionism (belief that Jesus was not Son of God by nature). This is 
the last council that was recognized as binding by both the eastern and western churches.

 Arabs conquer the Persians 641
The book -copying industry at Alexandria is destroyed by the Arabs; 
end of the Alexandrian school, the center of Western culture.

Charlemagne  crowned first Holy Roman emperor in Rome (new empire of the West, as opposed to the Byzantine or Eastern Roman Empire) by Pope Leo III 800
Charlemagne’s administration reformed the law and church organization. At the Synod of Aiz-la-Chapelle, Charlemagne adopted the filioque clause (Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son). He also encouraged all monasteries to teach reading and writing. Through the influence of the scholar Alcuin, 
schools were founded and scriptoria set up to copy the Bible and Latin classics. (This commitment to culture is known as the Carolingian Renaissance.) 
Pope Leo III separated from the Eastern Empire and became Supreme Bishop of the West.

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863
The Greek missionary brothers also invented a Slavic alphabet, the Cyrillic.

 Photian Schism 867
Communion between Eastern and Western church was broken when Patriarch Photius of 
Constantinople (Eastern Orthodox Church) rejects the Roman pope’s claim of primacy among the 
bishops of the East as well as the West over changes made to the Nicene Creed.

Conversion of Vladimir of Kiev  grandson of Olga, to Eastern (Orthodox) Christianity 988
According to tradition, Vladimir considered other religions, but chose Orthodoxy because the splendor 
of the worship at the Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople convinced him that “God dwells there 
among men.” Vladimir ordered the population of Kiev to choose Christianity. He wiped out paganism, 
built churches, and established schools. At his death, he donated all of his possessions to the poor.

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054
Division between Western Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy was caused by 
disputes over papal authority and the addition of the filioque clause into the Nicene 
Creed. Roman Cardinal Humbart, envoy of Pope Leo IX, excommunicates Patriarch 
Michael Cerularius in the Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople.

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073
Gregory worked to revive and reform the Church, prohibiting simony (buying 
or selling of church offices), sexual immorality in the clergy, and lay investiture 
(custom of emperors and local rulers choosing local church leaders).

 The First Crusade 1097-99 
Pope Urban II calls for volunteers for a crusade to repel 
the Turks: specifically to help Eastern Christians in 
Constantinople, to liberate the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem, and to reopen the Holy Land to Christian 
pilgrims. More than 70,000 people headed for the Holy 
Land; on their way they slaughtered Jews in Germany and 
pillaged villages en route. They capture Jerusalem in 1099 
and brutally massacred their opponents, setting up the Latin 
Kingdom of Jerusalem under Godfrey of Bouillon.

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) 1122
The Concordat of Worms addressed the power struggle between the papacy and the 
Holy Roman Emperors. The King was recognized as having the right to invest bishops 
with secular authority in the territories they governed, but not with sacred authority.

 Second Crusade  1146
Preached by Bernard of Clairvaux in response to the Muslim conquest of Edessa, the 
Second Crusade, led by Louis VII of France and Emperor Conrad III of Germany, fails.

 Thomas Becket becomes archbishop of Canterbury 1162
A close friend of Henry II and chancellor of  England, Becket resigns his 
chancellorship after conflicts with Henry over the power of the church and the throne.

 Beginning of the Waldensians  1174
French merchant and reformer Peter Valdes gives his wealth to the 
poor and becomes an itinerant preacher. His beliefs are accepted 
by the church, but his practice of appointing ministers and preaching 
without permission draws criticism and eventually excommunication.

 Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177
Albigensians were heretics who believed that Jesus was an angel with a 
phantom body, and therefore did not die or rise again.

 The Third Crusade 1189-92 
Led by Richard I (the Lionheart) of England, Philip II of France, and Barbarossa the Holy Roman Emperor, the 
Third Crusade captures Cyprus, Acre, and Jaffa. Richard negotiates access to Jerusalem for Christian pilgrims.

 Fourth Crusade  1202
Pope Innocent III launches the Fourth Crusade to defeat Egypt. After some setbacks, Crusaders defy the 
pope and sack Constantinople, center of the Orthodox Church. A three-day massacre by the Crusaders 
alienates the Eastern and Western Churches for centuries.  The “Babylonian Captivity”  1309

For the next 68 years, the papacy resides in Avignon, France. The new pope 
favors French policies and convenes the Council of Vienne that abolishes the 
Order of Knights Templar and gives their wealth to King Philip IV of France.

 The Bubonic Plague  1348-51
 Also known as the Black Death, the plague kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million). People blame 
the disease (which is transmitted by fleas living on rats) on the Avignon papacy, the Jews, or personal immorality.

 John Wycliffe proposes that papal taxation and civil power should be limited 1371
Wycliffe believes Scripture should be available to the people in their own language; 
people inspired by Wycliffe (derisively called “Lollards,” meaning mumblers), translate 
the entire Bible into English (1382) from Latin, and call it the Wycliffe Bible.

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378
The College of Cardinals elects an Italian pope, Urban VI, but later denies 
the validity of the decision and elects Clement VII instead. Urban remains in 
Rome; Clement goes to Avignon, France. The schism continues until 1417.

 Council of Constance  1414-1418
 The Council condemns Wycliffe on 267 different heresies and demands that Jan Hus recant; he refuses 
and is burned at the stake as a heretic. Council affirms that general councils are superior to popes 
(conciliarism), a decision later overturned. Pope Martin V is elected; the Great Papal Schism ends.

 Trial of Joan of Arc  1431
Joan of Arc, a French peasant girl during the Hundred Years’ War, sees visions and hears 
voices telling her to save France. She leads a successful military expedition at Orleans. At about 
age 19, she is taken prisoner, tried for witchcraft, and is burned. In 1456, the verdict is reversed.

 Council of Florence 1438
The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils. It declares 
reunion between the Roman and Orthodox churches, but is not accepted by the Orthodox. 

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople  1453
The Turks make the Church of St. Sophia (Hagia Sophia) a mosque. 
Scholars flee to the West with Greek literary and scientific manuscripts, 
including important manuscripts of the Bible. These manuscripts help to 
revive classical learning during the Renaissance.

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456
Gutenberg’s Vulgate is the first book printed using moveable metal type. 
The invention of printing makes the Bible accessible to more people who 
previously could not afford handmade copies, which cost a year’s wage.

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of state and church 1478
 At the initiation of King Ferdinand V and Queen Isabella of Spain, and approved 
by the pope, the Inquisition is established to investigate and punish heretics. Its 
cruel methods (torture, death by burning), secret trials, and favoritism toward the 
Spanish monarchy continue despite protests from Rome.

  Dominican friar Savonarola preaches reform 1497-8
Savonarola encourages the people of Florence, Italy, to 
burn luxury items and return to a humbler Christian life.

 Martin Luther posts 95 theses in Wittenberg; the Protestant Reformation begins 1517
Luther challenged the Church to a discussion on the subjects of penance, the pope’s 
authority, and the selling of indulgences. 

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70 
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem.  Of the Temple mount, only one wall (known today as the 
“Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

  Rise of gnostic heresies within the church 90
Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body. Gnostics 
claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144
Marcion taught that there was no connection between the Old and 
New Testament, between the God of the Jews and the God of 
the Christians. He rejected the Old Testament and tried to remove 
sixteen books from the accepted New Testament collection. The 
heresy persisted in some areas for several centuries.

  Montanus of Phrygia leads a controversial renewal movement. c. 156
The Montanists (or the New Prophecy) emphasized the gifts of the Spirit and strict 
rules for living. The movement was condemned by Church authorities. 

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196
Western Christians preferred Sunday; eastern Christians, led by Irenaeus (130-200), linked 
Easter with the Jewish Passover regardless of the day of the week.

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242
This dualistic heresy denies the humanity of Christ, and 
reappears in different forms over the centuries.

 Council of Nicaea 325
Emperor Constantine invites every overseer in the Roman Empire to 
deal with the Arian heresy. The Creed of Nicaea condemns Arianism 
and confirms the church’s belief in the Trinity and the deity of Christ.  
The Council of Nicaea votes overwhelmingly to condemn Arianism. 

 Mongol leader Kublai Khan asks the pope to send 100 Christian 
teachers to baptize him and teach his people 1266
The pope sends seven. In 1295 the Mongols begin to convert to Islam.

Arminius’s studies of Romans lead him to doubt Calvin’s doctrine of 
predestination, resulting in doctrines emphasizing man’s ability to 
choose Christ and Christ’s death for all people (Arminianism) 

The Synod of Dort denounces 
Arminianism and responds with 
five points of Calvinism. They are 
(using the mnemonic TULIP): 
the total depravity of mankind, 
unconditional election, limited 
atonement, the irresistibility of 
grace, and the perseverance 
of the saints (an elect person 
cannot “lose” his salvation).

Puritan member of Parliament, Oliver Cromwell, defeats the king’s troops. 
Later as Lord Protector he seeks tolerance for many Protestant groups.World 
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 Augustus 27 BC-AD 14
 Tiberius 14-37  Caligula 37-41

 Claudius 41-54
 Nero 54-68

  Year of the Four Emperors: AD 69
 Galba 69
 Otho 69
 Vitellius 69
 Vespasian 69-79

 Titus 79-81
 Domitian 81-96

 Nerva 96-98
 Trajan 98-117  Hadrian 117-138  Antoninus Pius 138-161

 Marcus Aurelius 161-180
 Lucius Verus 161-169

 Avidius Cassius 175-175
 Commodus 177-192  Constantine I (The Great) 307-337  Theodosius I Last emperor of a united Roman Empire 379-395

Key Roman
Emperors
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 Era of Martyrs: Emperor Diocletian issues edicts leading to the harshest Roman persecution of the church 303–305

 Constantine the Great becomes emperor of the western provinces 306

 Donatist schism in North Africa: Christians who stayed faithful during Diocletian’s persecution oppose leniency toward those who lapsed 311–411

 Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being and not God by nature; this heresy called Arianism 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the Cross, which he credits for giving victory in battle 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the first history of Christianity 324

 Helena, mother of Constantine the Great, begins the 
tradition of pilgrimages to the Holy Land 326

 Ambrose of Milan, preacher and teacher of Augustine 339-397

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330
 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

 Severe persecution of Christians in Persia (Iran) 339

 John Chrysostom, preacher called “Golden Mouth”  349-407

 Eastern church is mostly Arian; Arianism spreads to the Goths; Christianity introduced to Abyssinia 350

 Scrolls begin to be replaced by books 360

 Emperor Julian the Apostate attempts unsuccessfully to restore paganism 361

 The Great Cappadocians—Basil, bishop of Caesarea, Gregory Nazianzus 
and Gregory of Nyssa —oppose Arian teachings 364

 Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the East by Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, in his 
Easter Letter, and in the West by the Synod of Carthage (397) 367

Council of Constantinople I  finalizes Nicene Creed and condemns heresies about Jesus 
(most importantly, Apollinarianism, the belief that Jesus had no human mind) 381

 Hymn singing introduced by Ambrose, bishop of Milan 386

 Jerome completes translation of Old and 
New Testaments into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Nestorius teaches 428

 Patrick 
evangelizes 
Ireland 432

 The first “Hallelujah” hymns in the Christian church appear 390

 Theodosius makes Christianity the official religion 
and forbids the Olympic games 391

 John Chrysostom, great orator, becomes bishop 
of Constantinople 398

 Alternate singing between precentor and 
community is established at Roman church 
services after the Jewish pattern 450

Leo the Great becomes pope,   
persuades Attila the Hun to 
spare a weakened Rome 440 

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

 Armenian Church secedes from Byzantium and Rome 491

 By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

 Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Clovis, king of Franks, converts to Christianity 496 (or 499)

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire  476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Augustine of Canterbury brings Christianity to Britain; founds Benedictine monastery in Canterbury 597

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries flourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Christianity spreads throughout the Middle East, including the Arabian Peninsula 525

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

 Cassiodorus founds great Monastery of Vivarium where he writes and 
directs literary activities of fellow monks 540

 Death of Dionysius Exiguus, Roman monk best known for labelling the “Anno Domini” era c. 544

 Church bells used in France to announce beginning of services 550 

 Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

 The crucifix develops as an ornament 550

 The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins  550

 Mosaics at the Church of St. Apollinare in France show one of the 
first representations of the Last Supper  550

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 The Echmiadsin Evangliar, Byzantine-Armenian 
manuscript of an early Bible translation, is produced 586

 The Visigoths of Spain are converted to Christianity 587

 Third Council of Toledo; Visigoth king renounces Arianism, accepts church teachings 589

 Under King Authari and Queen Theodelinda, Lombards convert to Roman Catholicism 589

 Death of Columba, evangelist of Scotland and 
founder of monastery at Iona, Scotland 597

 Plainsong “Gregorian” chants begin to develop 600

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 First church bell hung and rung in Rome 604

 Persians take Damascus and Jerusalem; as booty, they remove the Holy Cross found by Helena, mother of Constantine 614

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem. By 640, Islam 
has nearly wiped out Christianity in Egypt and North Africa, which once had 
one million believers. By 900, few Christians remain in the region. 632

 Synod of Whitby aligns the English church with Rome for the next nine centuries 663

 The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian who introduced 
counting of dates before the birth of Christ (BC), born 672

 Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Quinisext Council at Constantinople (not recognized by Rome) settles Biblical canon of the Eastern Church 692

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the official language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First official acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Pope Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Oldest Western fresco, “Crucifixion,” at St. Quirico chapel of St. Maria Antiqua church in Rome 740

 A council of 300 Byzantine bishops endorses iconoclasm 754

 Charlemagne, son of Pepin, expands empire what is now France, Germany, and Italy; forces German Saxons to convert to Christianity 768–814

 Empress Irene becomes virtual leader of the Byzantine Empire and restores image veneration 780

 The “Wessobrunn Prayer,” earliest German ecclesiastical verse, appears 781

 The Nestorians, settled in China since 645, develop missionary activities and build monasteries 781

 Charlemagne condemns image worship at the Synod of Frankfurt 794

 Byzantine Empress Irene overthrows her son Constantine VI, blinds him, assumes sole 
power, and reportedly wishes to marry Charlemagne 797

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

 Alfred the Great, king of Wessex, translates portions of the Bible into Old English (Anglo-Saxon) 871

 William, Duke of Aquitane, founds Benedictine Abbey of Cluny, France, which becomes center for reform under 
Abbot Odo (926) 909

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 The drama of “The Three Maries and the Angels” performed at many churches 
on Easter morning (beginnings of the Easter play) 925

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 Conversion of royalty across the empire, including Olga of Kiev  
(Ukraine today), Mieczyslaw I of Poland, and Stephen of Hungary 950–999

 Otto I, the Great, crowned Holy Roman Emperor by 
Pope John XII 962

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 Revival of monasticism in England 964

 Poles convert to Christianity under Mieczyslaw (Mieszko) I 966

 Olaf Tryggvesson becomes first Christian king of Norway 993

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying 
thousands of churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Leif Ericson converts to Christianity while in Norway; 
the next year he brings the Gospel to his father’s 
colony in Greenland 999

 Gerbert of Aurillac, mathematician, inventor, and 
philosopher, becomes Pope Sylvester II, first French 
pope 999

 Greek Catholicism (Melkite) introduced in Nubia 1000

 Christianity reaches Iceland and Greenland; 
Hungary and Scandinavia converted 1000

 Widespread fear of the end of the world 
and the Last Judgment  1000 

 Nestorians convert northern Mongolians; 
their beliefs spread to Persia, India, and 
China 1009

 Muslims destroy the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian 
heretics in Germany 1012

In music,   Benedictine 
monk Guido introduces 
solmization (assigning 
syllables to steps of the 
diatonic scale) 1026

  Oldest Russian monastery in Kiev built 1050

 Polyphonic singing replaces Gregorian chant 1050

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Seljuk Turks (converts to Islam) from Central Asia conquer Persia, 
move west toward Constantinople  1071

 Excommunication of married priests 1074

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 The Knights Templar, order of monastic soldiers sworn to protect 
Holy Land pilgrims, established by Bernard of Clairvaux 1128

 Disputed election of Popes Innocent II and Anacletus II; Innocent becomes pope 1130

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs 
appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes 
(popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 Syrian Orthodox Church reaches zenith 1150

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Carmelite order founded by Berthold on Mount Carmel 1155

 Becket murdered by knights of Henry II 1170

 Pope Alexander III establishes rules for canonization of saints 1170

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and 
to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Crusade against Albigensians 1208

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Children’s Crusade disaster 1212 At least two groups of children from France and Germany set out on 
crusades. Many starved, were slaughtered, or sold into slavery. Few returned.

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation  1215

 Dominican order forms, dedicated to spiritual reform 1216

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

 The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen  1229

 The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 The pope entrusts Dominicans with the Inquisition 1233

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

 The Inquisition begins to use instruments of torture 1252

 Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Chartres Cathedral consecrated 1260

 Thomas Aquinas publishes Summa contra Gentiles 1264

 Second Council of Lyon decrees unification of the Eastern 
and Western Church to avoid conquest of Constantinople, but 
unification is rejected in the East 1274

 Edward I expels all Jews from England 1290

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

 Franciscans active in Mongol empire 1302

 Dante composes Divina Commedia (The Divine Comedy) 1307

  Marsilius of Padua writes Defensor Pacis, stating that the church should be 
ruled by general councils; he is condemned as heretical 1312-1324

 The pope forbids the use of counterpoint in church music 1322

 Thomas Aquinas is canonized 1323

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Oxford becomes the spiritual center of England 1372

 Julian of Norwich, English mystic, is born 1373

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377 1376

 Wycliffe expelled from Oxford, his doctrines condemned 1382

 Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies  1383

 Johann Gutenberg, inventor of the printing press with movable type, 
is born 1396

 Jacque de Molay, Grand Master of the Templars, burned at the stake in Paris for heresy 1314

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

 Jan Hus writes De Ecclesia, which supports ideas popularized by Wycliffe 1413
  Thomas á Kempis, German monk, writes the Imitation of Christ, a devotional 1418

 The double-headed eagle becomes the emblem of the Holy Roman Empire 1433

 Vatican Library founded 1450
 Gutenberg prints the Constance Mass Book 1450

 Plans begin to build a new St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome  1453

 Peak of papal corruption: Rodrigo Borgia buys 
cardinals’ votes and becomes Pope Alexander VI 1492

 Torquemada, the future Spanish Grand Inquisitor, is born 1420

 Papal bull orders burning of books against authority of the Church 1501

 Swiss Ulrich Zwingli preaches in Europe spreading reform  1519
 Luther translates the New Testament into German 1522

 William Tyndale completes printing of the New Testament from 
Greek without permission. Copies circulate throughout England 1526

 Augsburg Confession adopted by Lutherans 1530
 King Henry VIII recognized as Supreme Head of Church in England 1531

 Jesuit order, started by Ignatius Loyola, vows to evangelize the heathen 1534
 Coverdale Bible: first complete Bible to be printed in English  1535

 Act of Parliament declares the authority of pope void in England 1536
 John Calvin establishes Reformed and Presbyterian form of Protestantism in Switzerland 1536

 William Tyndale strangled and burnt at the stake 1536
 John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion explains Protestant beliefs 1536

 The Matthew’s Bible: first English Bible published with the king’s permission 1537

 John Knox leads reformation in Scotland 1541
 Pope Paul III reestablishes the Roman Inquisition to fight Protestantism 1542
 First Protestants burned at the stake by the Spanish Inquisition 1543

 Jesuit Francis Xavier begins missionary efforts in the Indies and Japan 1548
 Queen Mary Tudor restores Roman Catholicism to England 1555

 John Knox’s Reformed church begins in Scotland 1560

 The Geneva Bible—first Bible printed with verse divisions 1560
 Heidelberg Catechism formed—the most widely held Protestant doctrinal statement for centuries 1562
 First War of Religion begins; 1,200 French Huguenots are slain; ends with Peace of Amboise 1562-3

 Protestant Netherlands revolts against Catholic Spain 1568
 Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s Day in Paris: 2,000 Huguenots murdered 1572

 Formula of Concord defines Lutheran beliefs 1577
 Pope Gregory XIII attempts to reconcile Roman Catholic 

and Russian Orthodox Churches 1581

 Henry IV of France converts to Roman Catholicism 1593
 Edict of Nantes grants freedom of worship to 
Huguenots after 30 years of persecution 1598

 Persecution of Catholics in Sweden under Charles IX 1600
 Jesuit missionary and scholar, Matteo Ricci, starts 

evangelizing China 1601

 Emperor Rudolph II permits freedom of 
religion in Bohemia 1609

 Galileo is prohibited by Church 
from scientific studies 1617
 Thirty Years’ War 1618-48

 Pilgrims land at Plymouth 
Rock on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts 1620

Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople   
befriends Protestants, presents earliest known copy 
of the Bible in Greek (Codex Alexandrinus) to  
     Charles I of England 1629

Catholicism wiped out in Japan  thousands of 
martyrs killed by the government 1630

First Baptist church formed   in London 1633

Inquisition forces Galileo to recant his belief   
in Copernican theory 1633

Welsh Puritan Roger Williams   
banished from Massachusetts; establishes Providence, 

Rhode Island; proclaims complete religious freedom 1636

 Westminster Confession accepted as statement of 
Presbyterianism in Scotland and England 1646

 Beginnings of the Quaker movement (the Society of Friends) 1647

 Waldensians embrace Protestantism 1655

 First Bible translation into Arabic printed in Rome 1671

 John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress published 1678

 Edict of Nantes revoked; Huguenots flee France 1685

 English Parliament issues Toleration Act (tolerating all Protestant groups, but not Roman Catholics) 1689

 Chinese emperor officially allows Christianity; Ricci’s initial 2,000 converts multiply to 300,000 1692

 George Frideric Handel writes the Messiah in 18 days 1741-42 

 William Wilberforce leads Parliament to abolish slave trade in the British Empire  1807
 Restoration Movement gives rise to the Disciples of Christ and some Church of Christ groups 1811

 The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) founded by Richard Allen, a free Black 1816
 Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith (reestablished by 

Pope Pius VII) spurs Roman Catholic missionary efforts in Ethiopia, 
Mongolia, North Africa, and Hawaii  1822

 Catholic Emancipation in England allows Roman Catholics to sit 
in Parliament and to hold almost any public office 1828
 Friedrich Schleiermacher, the “Father of Liberal Protestant Theology,” 

teaches that God is within human reality, not above it 1830
 Joseph Smith, Jr., founds the Church of the Latter-day Saints (Mormonism), which denies the Trinity 1830

 Oxford Movement calls the Church of England to return to “high church” practices and doctrines 1833
 George Müller opens faith orphanage in England 1836

 David Livingstone, missionary, goes to Africa 1840

 Adventist Movement begins with William Miller 1844
 Baptist preacher Charles H. Spurgeon draws such great crowds that a 

church is built for him in England 1854

 Charles Darwin writes Origin of the Species 1859
 Seventh-Day Adventist Church founded 1863

 “In God We Trust” first appears on U.S. coins 1864
 Hudson Taylor begins China Inland Mission 1865
 Former slaves join with other African-Americans to start denominations in America, including the Black 

Baptists and the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church  1865
 First Vatican Council (Roman Catholic) on faith; church declares papal infallibility dogma 1870
 Christian Science and Jehovah’s Witnesses (Watchtower) founded; both deny Christ’s deity 1871-9

 The Salvation Army founded to minister to the poor 1878

 B.B. Warfield, Reformed theologian, becomes principal at Princeton seminary 1887

 Amy Carmichael, Irish missionary to India, starts work with children rescued from temple prostitution  1901
 Welsh Revival 1904-05 

 Scofield Bible published 1909

 Scopes “Monkey” Trial (State of Tennessee v. John Scopes) on the teaching of evolution 1925
 Ecumenical Missionary Conference held in Jerusalem 1928

 Wycliffe Bible Translators founded  1934
 Rudolf Bultmann leads movement to “demythologize” the Bible 1941

 Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest known copies of portions of the Bible (c. 100 BC) 1948
 Billy Graham’s Los Angeles Crusade launches his ministry 1949
 World Council of Churches formed by representatives from all major Christian denominations except Roman Catholic 1950
 Pope Pius XII proclaims dogma of bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary 1950

 Scientology and Unification Churches founded; neither accepts the Trinity nor the deity of Jesus Christ 1954

 U.S. Supreme Court rules no locality may require recitation of Lord’s Prayer or Bible verses in public schools 1963

 Baptist minister Martin Luther King, Jr. receives Nobel Peace Prize for civil rights efforts 1964
 Many major national and international crusades held: Latin America (Luis Palau), worldwide Here’s Life crusade (Campus 

Crusade), Korea (Billy Graham), Jesus Movement in the U.S.; charismatic movement 1970s
 The Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church end a 400-year-old dispute by agreeing on a definition of the “essential meaning of the Eucharist” 1971

 U.S. Supreme Court rules on Roe v. Wade, landmark case overturning state laws outlawing abortion 1973
 Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Poland becomes Pope John Paul II 1978

 A federal court in Little Rock, Arkansas, declares it unconstitutional to teach “creationism” equally with the theory of evolution 1982
 The World Council of Churches holds historic interdenominational Eucharist 1983

 The Coptic Pope Shenouda released from banishment preaches reconciliation with Egypt’s Islamic majority 1985
 Beijing’s Roman Catholic Cathedral is reopened 1985

 Celebrations in Moscow mark 1,000 years of Christianity in Russia 1988
 Chinese government launches “Strike Hard” anti-crime campaign aimed at controlling crime and registering house churches 1996
 Death of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Catholic nun who spent 50 years caring for the poor and dying 1997
 Pope John Paul II apologizes for Roman Catholic Church’s lack of moral leadership during Holocaust 1997

 More than 1,500 Christians killed and 173 churches destroyed in Nigeria 2004
 Totalitarian regime of North Korea kills hundreds of Christians 2005
 Christians arrested in Saudi Arabia during worship in private homes 2005
 Christians in Somalia flee after believers killed by Muslims 2005
 Crackdown on house churches throughout China; government registration aimed at greater control 2005

 Increased violence against Christians and attacks on churches in India 2005

 Pope Clement XI condemns “Chinese Rites,” the mixture of Confucianism and 
ancestor worship with Christianity in China.  1704

 First Presbyterian church in America 1706
 Christian religious teaching prohibited in China 1716

 Peter the Great appoints the Holy Synod to head the Russian Orthodox church, putting the 
church under the state’s control until 1917 1721

 Quakers demand abolition of slavery 1727
 Jonathan Edwards, American theologian, preaches in Northampton 1729

 The Great Awakening in New England, led by George Whitefield, Anglican preacher  1740
 Frederick II (the Great) introduces freedom of press and freedom of worship in Prussia 1740

 Great Britain adopts Gregorian calendar 1752
 John Newton, former slave trader converts, writes “Amazing Grace” 1764

 Czarina Catherine the Great grants freedom of worship in Russia 1766
 Fr. Junipero Serra founds the first of nine missions in California 1769

 First independent Black Baptist church established in America 1773
 Pope Clement XIV dissolves Jesuit order 1773

 “Sunday school” developed in England by Robert Raikes out of concern for urban poor 1780
 Russian Orthodox send missionaries to Alaska 1784

 Mennonites from Central Europe settle in Canada 1786

 First Roman Catholic bishop consecrated in America 1790
 Second Great Awakening: revival begins in New England and sweeps the U.S. for 30 years 1792

 William and Dorothy Carey of England sail as missionaries for India 1793
 Freedom of worship in France 1795
 Many American churches begin to divide over slave holding  1795

 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland established with one 
monarch and one parliament; Catholics excluded from voting 1801

 Lateran Treaty establishes independent Vatican City 1929 

  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem 6-4 BC
  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, teaches, does miracles, claims to be God c. 26

  Jesus crucified, resurrected, appears to more than 500 disciples at one time; ascends 
into heaven 30

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem 30

  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is stoned to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jews expelled from Rome 49

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fire in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; Roman persecution of Christians 
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

  Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas, 
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Death of John, the only one of Jesus’ 12 disciples to die a natural death; all others are martyred c. 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity; gnostic gospels appear and are vigorously refuted by Church leaders such 
as Justin Martyr, Miltiades, Theophilus of Antioch, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Tertullian. 100-250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100-200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus, the Roman theologian, records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236
  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; lists 20 New Testament books as canonical (officially accepted and recognized as authoritative) c. 180

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

 The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

  The Scriptures have been translated into 
seven languages, including Syriac and Coptic 
(Egyptian) 200

  The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized as having the highest honor 200

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220
He writes, “The Gospel has been preached in all creation under heaven.”

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after refusing to sacrifice to the Roman gods 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius: eremitical (individual hermits) and cenobitic (religious groups or orders) c. 270

  Mass conversion of Armenia under Gregory the Illuminator; King Tiridates makes Christianity the state religion 287

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

 Charlemagne prohibits prostitution 801

 Charlemagne dies 814

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

 Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

 Origin of the Church modes, leading c. 750 years later to major and minor scales 850

 Charlemagne’s empire split between his three grandsons 843

 Nestorians persecuted by imperial government in China 845

 Muslims invade Italy, sack Rome, and damage the Vatican 846

 Earliest known attempt at polyphonic music 855

 Prince Boris I of Bulgaria accepts Christianity 864

 The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople 
excommunicate each other 879

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text 
(Hebrew Old Testament) 920

 Dome of the Rock, gold-domed shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688-691

 Veneration of images reestablished 842

  First Baptist church is founded in 
Amsterdam by John Smyth, who baptizes 
himself 1609 Thirty Years’ War: Protestants 

revolt against Catholic 
oppression; ends with princes 
of the Holy Roman Empire 
receiving freedom to choose 
the religion of their territories.

 Martin Luther is born 1483
 Cromwell dies 1658

 Restoration of Charles II in England 1660  Methodists separate from the Church of England to form a distinct group 1797

 Communism spreads anti-religious ideology throughout Europe, Asia, 
and Latin America; Christianity eradicated from education 1917

 Yonggi Cho plants the church in Seoul, Korea, that becomes the largest Christian congregation in the world 1958
 The charismatic movement, emphasizing the work and gifts of the Holy Spirit, influences numerous denominations c. 1960

  Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early Christian experience in prison diary 203

 Erection of first Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem (destroyed by fire in 529) 325

  All New Testament books written 49-96
  Antony of Egypt, early church father who fought Arian heresy 251-356

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium and renames it Constantinople 330

 Death of Pachomius, father of monasticism in the East 346

 Boniface, missionary to Germany 675-754

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675-753

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, 
theologian 1033-1109 

 Hildegard of Bingen, Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, and preacher 1098-1179

The Rheims-Douay Bible, 
first English translation of 

the Roman Catholic Bible 
1582/1609

 Johann Sebastian Bach, composer called “The Fifth Evangelist” 1685-1750

 Isaac Watts, hymn writer 1674-1771

John Nelson Darby,  
father of dispensationalism 1800-82 

Harriet Beecher Stowe,  
author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, abolitionist 1811-96

Søren Kierkegaard,  
philosopher and writer 

1813-55

 Karl Barth, Neo-orthodox theologian 1886-1968

 Many modern-language versions of the Bible published 1950-present

 The Amish founded by Jakob Amman 1693

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his first Apology c. 155

Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197 

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

 Michelangelo paints the 
Sistine Chapel 1503-1512

  Church leader Papias mentions the four 
Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament 
fragment still in existance today c. 110

      Condemned gnostic writings, including the Gospel of Judas.

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, 
the oldest complete Bibles still in existence, 
in use c. 350

 The king orders The Great Bible to be placed in English churches 1539

 The JESUS film, an evangelistic film, is seen by a viewing audience of more than 5 billion since 1979 2006

 

 Goth and barbarian invasions of Roman Empire begin c. 370

 Roman Empire permanently divided: western empire ruled 
from Rome; eastern empire ruled from Constantinople 395

 Venice founded by refugees from Attila’s Huns 452
 First definite records of 

Japanese history 400 
 Barbarians settle in 

Roman provinces 
425

 Beginnings of alchemy 410

Attila  
becomes ruler of the Huns 433

 Growing Buddhist influence in China 310

 First Gupta dynasty in India 320

 The Jews improve their calendar by introducing different lengths of years 338

 Huns (Mongols) invade Europe 360

 Huns invade Russia 378
 Attila dies 453

 Vandals sack Rome 455

  The Huns withdraw from Europe 470

 Ostrogothic kingdom of Italy established by Theodoric the Great 493

 Flowering of Mayan city civilization in southern Mexico 475

 Western Roman Empire ends as Odoacer, German chieftain, 
overthrows the last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustulus, and 
becomes king of Italy 476

 Philosopher Proclus becomes head of the Platonic 
Academy in Athens 476

 The first Shinto shrines appear in Japan 478
 Emperor Justinian sends missionaries to China and Ceylon; 

they smuggle out silkworms, thus beginning the European 
silk industry 552

 First authenticated record of decimal 
reckoning in India 595

 Plague begins in Constantinople; halves the population of Europe 542–594

 Clovis, king of the Franks dies; realm divided among four sons 511

 Boethius, Roman scholar and philosopher, accused of high treason, imprisoned 
and executed; while in prison he writes De Consolatione Philosophia 524

 Justinian I, the Great (483–565), becomes Byzantine emperor 527; 
issues first code of civil laws (the Codex Vetus) 529

 Building of St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople begins after the city is destroyed 
during the violent Nika riot 532

 Arthur, legendary king of the Britons, killed 537

 War breaks out between Persia and the Byzantine Empire 539  Tibet begins to develop into a unitary state c. 600

 Barbarian invasions halt in Western Europe c. 600

 Book printing in China begins c. 600

 From India, smallpox spreads via China and Asia Minor to southern Europe c. 600

 Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, is born 606

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Production of porcelain begins in China 620
 The Hegira: Muhammad’s flight from Mecca to Medina; Year One in the Muslim calendar 622

 Muhammad marries Aisha, the 10-year-old daughter of Abu Bakhr, future first Caliph of the Muhammadans 624
 Muhammad captures Mecca and writes letters to all the rulers of the world, explaining principles of the Muslim faith 628

 Muhammad dies; Medina becomes seat of first Caliph, Abu Bakhr, who succeeds his son-in-law Muhammad 632
 Buddhism becomes state religion in Tibet c. 632

 Persia appeals to China for help against Muslims 638
 Arabs find the famous library at Alexandria with 300,000 papyrus scrolls 640

 Arabs conquer the Persians 641
 Eastern Roman Empire weakened by the Arab 

conquest of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Syria 642

 Arabs attack North Africa 670

 Ravenna Cosmography, catalog of all known countries, towns, 
and rivers appears 685

 Clovis III becomes king of all Franks 691

 Arabs overrun Armenia 694
 Persecution of Jews in Spain 695

  Arabs destroy Carthage 697

 Population explosion in China leads to first large urban developments 700

 Buddhist monasteries in Japan become centers of civilization 710

 Spanish Jews, freed by the Arabs, begin their cultural development 711

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their first foothold in Europe 711

 Arabs occupy Samarkand and make it a center of Islamic culture; learn the art of making paper 712

 Kojiki, first history of Japan, is compiled 712

 Muslim empire extends from the Pyrenees to China, 
with Damascus as its capital 715

 Caliph Omar II grants tax exemption to all believers 717

 Height of Buddhist influence in China 725

 Charles Martel defeats the Muslims in France, stopping the Muslim advance in Europe for 100 years 732

 Prime of medicine, astronomy, mathematics, optics, and chemistry in Arab Spain 750

 The four sects of Islam appear: Sunnites, Hafenites, Shafites, and Malikites 751

 Founding of Turkish Empire by Tartar tribe in Armenia 760

  Charlemagne, Charles the Great, becomes king of the Franks 771

 Euclid’s Elements translated into Arabic 774

 Caliph Mahdi institutes an inquisition 775

 Vikings land in Ireland 795

 Flowering of Korean civilization 797

 City of Machu Picchu flourishes in Peru 799

 Earliest records of Persian poetry and literature 800

 Persian scientist and mathematician Muhammed ibn Musa al Chwarazami 
writes a book on equations and coins the term “algebra” 810

 Arabs conquer Crete, Sicily, and Sardinia 826–827

 Caliph Mamun founds the Academy  
of Translations at Baghdad 830

 Groups of Jews settle in Germany and develop their 
own language, Yiddish  850

 Astrolabe perfected by the Arabs 850

 Norse pirates, or Norsemen, attack as far south as 
the Mediterranean but are thwarted 859

 Norsemen discover Iceland 861

 Rurik, first Russian grand prince, founds Novgorod, establishing the Russian nation 862

 The Russian Northmen attack Constantinople 865

 Calibrated candles are used in England for the 
first time to measure time 870

 Muslims gain control of Sicily 902

 Alfred the Great becomes king of Britain 871

 Constantinople still the commercial and cultural center of the world c. 900

 The beginning of the famous Arabian tales A Thousand and One Nights c. 900

 The Jewish book of creation, Sepher Yetzirah, written c. 900

 Vikings have developed the art of shipbuilding and discover Greenland c. 900

 Russians again attack Constantinople 904

 Commercial treaties between Russia and Constantinople 907

 Córdoba, Spain, becomes seat of Arab learning, science, commerce, and industry 930

 Firdausi, greatest Persian poet, born 935

 Otto I the Great becomes King of Germany 936

 Revolts against imperial rule set off a period of civil war in Japan 939

 Russian Grand Duchess Olga christened in Constantinople 955

 Mieczyslaw (Mieszko) I becomes first ruler of Poland 960

 The present arithmetical notation brought to 
Europe by the Arabs 975

 First Chinese encyclopedia of 1,000 volumes begun, completed c. 984–978

 Viking raider Leif Ericson discovers North America, 
calls it Vinland (Nova Scotia) 1000

 Beowulf, Old English epic written 1000

  Spiritual center of Judaism switches from Mesopotamia 
to Spain 1000

  Artistic revival in Italy (fresco and mosaic painting) 1000

 Murasaki Shikibu finishes The Tale of Genji, 
the world’s first novel 1008

 Danes control England 1013

 Canute takes the English throne 1016

Jaroslav the Wise,   Prince of Kiev, codifies 
Russian law and builds cities, schools, and 
churches 1020

Omar Khayyam,   Persian poet 
and scientist, born 1027

Canute conquers Norway,   dies in 1035; 
kingdom divided among his sons: Harold 
Harefoot (England), Sweyn (Norway), 
Hardecanute (Denmark) 1028

Rise of the Seljuk Turks 1042  

 Robert Guiscard, Norman invader, establishes kingdom in Italy 1053

 Seljuk Turks (Asian nomads) move west and capture Baghdad, 
Armenia (1064), Syria, and Palestine (1075) 1055

 William of Normandy invades England, defeats last Saxon king; crowned William I of England (“the Conqueror”) 1066

 Constantine the African brings Greek medicine to the Western world 1071

 Conflict with English and French kings and German emperors continues throughout medieval period 1073

 First record of gondolas in Venice 1094

 Decline of Islamic science c. 1100

 Order of Knights Hospitalers of St. John founded in Jerusalem 1113

 Florence becomes free republic 1115

 Moses Maimonides, Jewish religious philosopher, is born 1135

 Eric of Sweden conquers Finland 1157

 Tristan et Iseult, Celtic epic by Beroul 
and Thomas 1160

 Troubadours (wandering minstrels) glorify 
romantic concepts of feudalism 1162

 Chrétien de Troyes produces Lancelot, romance of 
courtly love 1170

 First authenticated influenza epidemics in Europe 1173

 Walter Map organizes the Arthurian legends in their present form 1176

 Massacre of the Jews at the coronation of Richard I 
the Lionheart in London 1189

 Richard conquers Cyprus and sells it to the Templars 1191

 Second era of Maya civilization begins in Central America 1191

 Islam begins to replace Indian religions 1200

 Development of Jewish cabalistic philosophy in southern Europe 1200

 The first court jesters appear at European courts 1202

 King John forced by barons to sign the Magna 
Carta at Runnymede, limiting royal power 1215

 Mongols invade Russia 1224

 Leprosy imported to Europe by the Crusaders 1230

 Mongols defeat Germans in Silesia, invade Poland 
and Hungary, and withdraw from Europe after 
Ughetai, Mongol leader, dies 1241

 Kublai Khan governs China, becomes ruler of Mongols 
(1259), establishes Yuan dynasty in China (1280), 
invades Burma (1287), dies (1294) 1251

 Dante Alighieri is born 1265

 First toll roads used in England 1269

 Marco Polo of Venice travels to China, in court of Kublai Khan (1275–1292), returns to Genoa (1295) and writes Travels 1271

 Moses de Leon, Jewish theologian, produces the 
Zohar, fundamental work on Jewish mysticism 1275

 Invention of the glass mirror 1278

 Invention of spectacles 1290

 English King Edward I summons 
the Model Parliament 1295

 Salic Law, excluding women from succession to throne, adopted in France 1317

 Beginning of the Renaissance in Italy 1325

  Aztecs found Tenochtitlán, their capital, on site of modern Mexico City 1327

 Ivan I, Grand Duke of Russia, makes Moscow his capital 1328

 Bubonic plague originates in India 1332

 Peak of Muslim culture in Spain 1333

 1337–1453 Hundred Years’ War: English and French kings fight for control of France

 Petrarch is crowned poet on the Capitol, Rome 1341

 Ming Dynasty begins in China, expels Mongols 1368

 Restoration of the Great Wall of China 1368

 Robin Hood appears in English popular literature 1375

 Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales appear 1387

 Byzantines lose last possessions in Asia Minor to Turks 1390

 Timur, the Mongol conqueror, begins 
last great conquest—Delhi 1398

 Compilation of “Yung Lo Ta Tien,” Chinese encyclopedia in 
22,937 volumes, only three copies made 1403

 Portugal’s Prince Henry the Navigator sponsors exploration of Africa’s coast 1418–60 

 Modern English develops from Middle English 1430
 Incas rule in Peru 1438

  Beginning of the Renaissance; Florence 
becomes center of arts and learning c. 1450

 The Wars of the Roses, civil wars between rival noble factions, in England 1455–85

 Ivan the Great rules Russia until 1505 as first czar; ends payment of tribute to Mongols 1462

 Portuguese navigators discover West Africa 1470

 The first orphanages open in Holland and Italy 1490

 Moors are conquered in Spain by troops of Ferdinand and Isabella 1492
 Vasco da Gama sails around Africa and discovers sea route to India (1498)  1497

 Turks conquer Egypt, control Arabia 1517

 Hernando Cortes conquers Mexico for Spain 1519

 Troops of the Holy Roman Empire attack Rome; end of Italian Renaissance 1527
 Ivan IV (“the Terrible”) crowned as czar of Russia 1547

 Akbar the Great becomes Mogul emperor of India 1556

 Mary Queen of Scots executed for treason 1587 

 Pompeii discovered 1592 

 Jamestown, Virginia, established—first 
permanent English colony on American 
mainland 1607

Massachusetts   
Bay Colony founded 1630

 Dutch peasants (Boers) settle in South Africa 1660

 British take New Amsterdam from the Dutch and rename it New York 1664

 War of European powers against the Turks (to 1699); high point of Turkish advance in Europe 1683

 James II of England calls for freedom of conscience; Protestants fear restoration of 
Catholicism and demand “Glorious Revolution” 1687

  Peter the Great becomes Czar of Russia; attempts to westernize nation and build Russia as a military power 1689

 United Kingdom of Great Britain formed: 
England, Wales, and Scotland  1707

 Tibet becomes Chinese protectorate 1720

 Koran translated into English 1734

 Publication of the Encyclopédie in France, the “bible” of the 
Enlightenment 1751

 Catherine II (“the Great”) becomes czarina of Russia 1762
 Mozart writes his first symphony at age eight 1764

 Britain imposes the Stamp Act on the American colonists 1765
 The Boston Massacre 1770

 American Revolution, Declaration of Independence  1775-83
 Act of Congress prohibits import of slaves into the U.S. 1778

 Constitution of the United States of America signed 1787

 Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette executed; Reign of Terror begins in France 1793
 Rosetta Stone discovered in Egypt, making possible the deciphering of hieroglyphics  1799

 First Opium War between Britain and China; Treaty of Nanking 
confirms cession of Hong Kong to Great Britain 1839-42 

 U.S. Civil War; amendment to the U.S. Constitution abolishes slavery 1861-65 

 Statue of Liberty dedicated 1886
  “Jack the Ripper” murders in London 1888

 New Zealand becomes first country in the world 
to grant women the vote 1893

 Chinese Boxer Rebellion against foreign influence 1898

 Human genome deciphered 2000
 Earthquake kills thousands in India 2001
 In U.S., terrorists attack World Trade Center and Pentagon 2001

 U.S. and Britain launch war against Iraq 2003
 Enormous tsunami devastates Asia; at least 225,000 killed 2004

 Hurricane Katrina causes massive damage in U.S. Gulf states 2005

 Death of Pope John Paul II 2005
 End to 20 years of civil war in Sudan; 2 million dead  2005

 Napoleon transforms the Consulate of France into an empire, proclaims himself 
emperor of France, systematizes French law under Code Napoleon 1804

 Congress of Vienna: End of Napoleonic Wars. Victorious 
allies change the map of Europe 1815

 Mexico becomes a republic 1824

 U.S. declares war on Mexico 1846
 Brigham Young leads Mormons to Great Salt Lake 1846

 Revolts in Paris, Vienna, Venice, Berlin, Milan, Rome, and Warsaw 1848
 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels’s Communist Manifesto 1848

 California gold rush begins 1849
 U.S. Supreme Court, in Dred Scott decision, rules that a slave is not a citizen  1857

 Swiss humanist Jean Henri Dunant proposes the foundation of an 
international voluntary relief organization: the Red Cross 1862

 Abraham Lincoln fatally shot at Ford’s Theater  1865
 Ku Klux Klan founded by Confederate veterans in Tennessee 1865

 Arian Visigoths sack Rome 410

 The Russian Revolution of 1905 begins on “Bloody Sunday”  1905
 Chinese Republic proclaimed after revolution overthrows Manchu dynasty 1911

 Titanic sinks on maiden voyage; over 1,500 drown 1912
 Balkan Wars 1912-1913

 World War I  1914-1918

 Genocide of estimated 1,000,000 Armenian Christians by Turkish soldiers 1895-1923

 Russian Revolution 1917
 Balfour Declaration promises Jewish homeland in Palestine 1917

 Russian revolutionaries execute the former czar and his family; Russian Civil War  1918
 Worldwide influenza epidemic strikes; by 1920, nearly 20 million are dead  1918

 Mahatma Gandhi begins nonviolent resistance movement against British rule in India 1919
 Adolph Hitler publishes Volume I of Mein Kampf 1925

 Charles A. Lindbergh flies first successful solo 
nonstop flight from New York to Paris 1927

  World War II 1939-1945
 United Nations established  1945

 Nation of Israel proclaimed 1948
 Rosa Parks refuses to sit at the back of the bus; 

Martin Luther King, Jr, leads black boycott of 
Montgomery, Ala, bus system 1955
 Space Age begins: Russians launch Sputnik I, first 

Earth-orbiting satellite  1957
 Vietnam War 1957-1975 

 Berlin Wall erected between East and West 
Berlin to halt flood of refugees 1961

 Arab-Israeli Six-Day War  1967

 Martin Luther King, Jr, civil rights 
leader, slain 1968

 Apollo 11 astronauts take man’s first walk on moon 1969
 Pol Pot and Khmer Rouge take over Cambodia 1975-1979 

 AIDS first identified 1981
 Major nuclear accident at Soviet Union’s Chernobyl power station  1986

 Thousands demonstrating for democracy killed in Tiananmen 
Square, Beijing  1989

  Berlin Wall demolished 1989

 World Wide Web debuts, popularizes Internet 1990

 Western Alliance ends cold war and proposes joint action with 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1990

 Persian Gulf War  1990-91
 South African Parliament repeals apartheid laws 1991

 Rwandan genocide of Tutsis by Hutus begins 1994
 Taliban Muslim fundamentalists capture Afghan capital 1996

 Europeans agree on single currency, the euro 1998

  Gaius Caligula becomes Roman emperor 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Buddhism introduced to China 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

  Trajan rules as emperor; under him, the Roman Empire 
reaches its greatest geographical extent spreading to 
Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98-117

  Hadrian rules Rome; codifies Roman law, rebuilds Pantheon, establishes postal 
system, builds wall between England and Scotland 117–138

  Final Diaspora (dispersion) of Jews begins 150–159

  Earliest known Sanskrit inscriptions in India 150

  Marcus Aurelius rules Rome 161–180

  The oldest Mayan temples in Central America 164

  The Great Plague in the Roman Empire 164–180

  Ptolemy draws 26 maps of various countries 170

  Silkworms arrive from Korea in China, and subsequently in Japan 200

  Period of neo-Platonism, last of Greek philosophies 210

  Formation of neo-Hebrew language 215

  Goths invade Asia Minor; Persian (Sassanid) empire re-established 220

  End of Chinese Han dynasty, followed by four centuries of division 220

  Rome celebrates its 1,000th anniversary 248

  Diophantus of Alexandria produces the first book on algebra 250

  Classic period of Mayan civilization begins; Mayans develop hieroglyphic writing, make advances in art, architecture, science 250–900

  Goths, divided into Visigoths and Ostrogoths, invade Black Sea area 257

  The Goths sack Athens, Sparta, and Corinth 268

  The first form of a compass known to have been used in China 271

 Copernicus publishes that the earth 
actually revolves around the sun 1512

 Mongol Genghis Khan rises to power; conquers China, Iran and Iraq 1211
 Mali Empire reaches its height (Africa) under King Mansa Musa 1312

 Columbus discovers the Americas  1492

 Buddhism introduced to Japan 552
 Foundation of first Buddhist 

monastery in Japan 587

 Plague in Rome 590  Peter Abelard, French theologian and philosopher, is born 1079

 The game of chess arrives in England 1151

 Jews banished from France 1182

 Holland is center of European music c. 1426

  Leonardo da Vinci is born 1452
 Peasants’ Revolt in Germany 1525

 Justinian I and Theodora I, rulers during Byzantine “Golden Era” 483-565

 Pagan Angles and Saxons invade 
Christian Britain; Christians flee to 
Wales. c.  440-450

  Gnostic Nag Hammadi documents written more than 150 years after New Testament canon is closed 250-450

Roman Emperor 
Caligula proclaimed 
himself to be a god 
and made his horse a 
senator.

The Colosseum 
in Rome was built 
AD 71-80, shortly 
after the death of 
Peter and Paul

Roman coin of Emperor 
Nero and his wife, Agrippina. 
Nero blamed Christians for 
a fire that destroyed much of 
Rome. He later committed 
suicide.

Bust of St. Paul by 
Alessandro Algardi 
(1598-1654)

When St. Paul traveled 
through Greece, he 
commented on the number 
of gods they worshiped, 
including the goddess 
Athena. 

Early Christians 
created this mosaic 
floor in a church in 
Galilee to depict 
Jesus’ miracle of  
feeding the 5,000 with 
loaves and fishes.

The Madaba Map, a 
mosaic from the 500s, shows 

basilicas (churches) built by early 
Christians in Jerusalem.

The Dome of the Rock, built in 688.
The exposed bedrock in the center 
of this Muslim shrine in Jerusalem 
is believed by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer.to be the location of the 

Holy of Holies 

Icon of St. Theodosius
The use of icons was 
debated throughout 
the East for 100 
years.

The Church of St. 
Anne in Jerusalem 
is one of the finest 

examples of Crusader 
architecture.

The iconostasis of an Orthodox 
church separates the nave (the 
central area of the church) and 
the altar.

The Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem 
was built on 
the site many 
scholars believe 
to be the place of 
Jesus’ burial and 
resurrection.

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last Crusader 
stronghold in the Holy 
Land, fell to Egyptian 
Mamluks in 1291.

Johann Gutenberg 
printed the Latin 
Vulgate, the first 
book printed using 
movable metal 
type.

Gutenberg
Page

Martyrs’ 
Memorial 

in Oxford 
commemorates 

the death of three 
Protestant leaders 

(Cranmer, Ridley, and 
Latimer)

Erasmus, priest 
and Greek scholar, 
wanted everyone 
to be able to read 
the Bible.

Queen Mary banned Protestant translations of 
the English Bible and burned more than 300 

men, women, and children at the stake.

William Tyndale, 
called the “Father of 
the English Bible” 
whose version formed 
the basis of the King 

James Bible.  

King Henry VIII 
broke from Roman 
Catholicism and 
established the 
Church of England 
with himself as the 
supreme head.

Galileo 
agreed with 
Copernicus’s 
theory that the 
earth moved 
around the 
sun. He was 
censured by 
the church 
and kept from 
teaching his 
views because 
his proofs were 
inadequate. 
The case was 
closed in his 
favor in 1992.

King James I of England commissioned 
54 scholars to undertake a new Bible 
translation, which took six years to 
complete. 

William Carey, called the “Father 
of modern Protestant Missions” 

Anglican minister  
John Wesley 

John Wesley traveled 
throughout Britain on 
horseback, reportedly 
giving 40,000 sermons 
during his lifetime.

The “unsinkable” Titanic 
struck an iceberg and sank, 
killing over 1,500 people.

Richard Allen 
founded 
the African 
Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church in 
Philadelphia.

Billy Graham, 
Southern Baptist 
minister, preached to 
the largest crusade 
in history—1.1 million 
people in Seoul, 
South Korea, in 1973.

Tiananmen Square, 
Beijing, China

Monument to  
 Peter the Great

Napoleon 

Origen

Saint Benedict detail from a fresco 
by Fra Angelico, San Marco, 

Florence (c. 1400-1455)

St. Gregory the Great by 
Carlo Saraceni (c. 1610)

St. Sophia Basilica, Istanbul

The Venerable Bede, 
known as “The father of 
English history”

Bust of Otto 
the Great by 

Johann Gottfried 
Schadow (1830-

1842)

Richard I (The 
Lionheart)

Mother Teresa 
was featured 
on the cover of 
Time magazine 
in 1975.

Yoido Full Gospel Church, world’s 
largest Christian congregation, 
Seoul, Korea.

Emperor Constantine 
legalized Christianity 

in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in 
the West.

Jerome 
translated 

the Scriptures 
into Latin in AD 410. 

Called the Latin Vulgate, 
it took 25 years to complete 
and remained the basic Bible 
for many centuries.

Emperor 
Charlemagne by 
Albrecht Durer 
(1512)

Viking
The Entry of the 
Crusaders into 
Constantinople by 
Eugene Dalacroix 
(1840)

Pope Alexander III Receives an 
Ambassador by Aretino Spinello

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

Chartres 
Cathedral, 
Chartres, 
France

Joan of Arc Kisses the 
Sword of Liberation 
by Dante Gabriel 
Rosetti (1863)

John Wycliffe Reading 
His Translation of the 
Bible to John of Gaunt 
by Ford Madox Brown 
(1847-61)

Columbus

Pyramid at 
Tenochtitlán
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One giant 
leap for 
mankind.

Model of 
Sputnik 
I, the first 
Earth-orbiting 
satellite.

Machu Picchu

 New government laws ease the situation for Christians in Vietnam 2004
Though one the last Communist-ruled countries in the world, 
Vietnam allows the Evangelical Church of Vietnam to build church 
buildings and conduct training; the Roman Catholic Church allowed 
to open new diocese and ordain 57 new priests.

 Council of Trent  1545-63 The Catholic Counter-Reformation condemns indulgence sellers, 
immorality of clergy, nepotism (appointing family members to church offices), and Protestantism.

Rise of Nazism,   leading to World War II and the death of 6 million Jews and millions of Christians 1933-45
Modern Martyrs: In 1945 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran pastor and a leader of the underground church 
in Germany, is hanged for plotting to kill Adolph Hitler. Franciscan priest Maxmilian Kolbe, prisoner in 
Auschwitz, volunteers to die and is executed in place of a fellow prisoner.

 Second Vatican Council 1962
The Council accepts Protestants as “separated brethren,” encourages translating and reading the Bible, revokes the excommunication of the 
Great Schism (1054), upholds papal infallibility and encourages services (the Mass) to be held in each common language rather than in Latin.

 Dutch Reformed Synod 
of Dort  1618

Civil war in England 1642  

 The YMCA and YWCA formed  1844
The Young Men’s/Women’s Christian Association formed in London during the Industrial 
Revolution to introduce Christianity to new large populations in urban areas.

 Immaculate Conception dogma pronounced by Pope Pius IX 1854
It states that Mary, Jesus’ mother, was free from original sin, a belief 
debated since the Middle Ages.

 Five “fundamentals” of the faith  1895
Set forth by the Evangelical Alliance to define the line between fundamentalism and modernism 
(radical liberalism): inerrancy of Scripture, deity of Jesus, Virgin birth, Jesus’ death providing 
substitutionary atonement, Jesus’ physical resurrection, and his imminent return. 

 Azusa Street revivals (Los Angeles) 1906 Led by William Seymour, the revivals emphasize living a holy life as 
demonstrated by Spirit baptism and evidenced by speaking in tongues. Beginnings of Pentecostalism.

 German Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf welcomes fleeing Hussites from Moravia 1722
These Moravian Brethren form a piestic colony that sends out missionaries to Africa, India, and 
the Americas.

 Conversions of John and Charles Wesley 1738 founders of the Methodist Church
The Wesleys’ emphasis on living a holy life by doing specific spiritual disciplines each week is derided as “methodist.”.

 Erasmus, priest and Greek scholar, publishes a Greek translation of the New Testament 1516

 Beginning of Puritanism in England 1560 Puritans sought to purify the Church of England 
through emphasis on Scripture reading, less church ceremony, and diligence.

 Death of Philipp Jakob Spener, the “father of Pietism”  1705
Pietism emphasizes a personal religious experience, and 
living a life of intense devotion.

 Gunpowder Plot fails 1605  Catholic extremists 
attempt to kill King James I and blow up 

     Parliament, seizing the government.

 Greek Catholic (Melkite) church established in what is now Lebanon 1724
Primarily located in Ethiopia and parts of Egypt, the Melkite church accepted the Council of Chalcedon in 451, rejecting monophysitism.

 French Revolution  French Revolution begins with the storming of the Bastille 1789
The French Revolution results in a new government and a new religion hostile to Christianity, 
“The Cult of Reason.” Thousands of Catholic and some Protestant clergy are executed.

 Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius 
becomes professor at Leiden. 1603 

 King James Version Bible (The 
Authorized Version) published 1611

 First Act of Supremacy ends papal authority over the English church 1534
The act is repealed in 1554 and reinstated in 1559. Breaking away from Roman 
Catholic control, the new “Church of England” will eventually set forth a doctrinal 
statement, The 39 Articles, and will be referred to as the Anglican Church.

Council of Brest-Litovsk 1596   Most Orthodox in Kiev, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and 
Polish Galatia (Uniat Churches) join communion with Roman Catholic Church.

 The Munster Rebellion 1536 Anabaptist revolutionaries take over Munster and are 
slaughtered. Later, a pacifist Anabaptist movement develops under the leadership of Menno Simons.

 Queen Elizabeth I becomes queen of England and Supreme Governor of the Church of England  1558
She aims for a compromise between Catholics and Protestants. She is excommunicated by the pope in 1570, 
and then persecutes Catholics.  Translation of the Bishop’s Bible begins.

 The Anabaptist movement begins in Zurich; spreads to Germany 1522
The Anabaptist movement, predecessor to Brethren and Mennonite churches, teaches 
believers’ baptism only, democratic decision making, and separation of church and state. 

 Fifth Council of Lateran  1512-17 Lateran V pronounces “Immortality of the Soul” as dogma of 
the Church; forbids printing of books without permission of Roman Catholic authorities.

Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395-430  
Augustine authored numerous theological works including City of God and arguments against Donatists, 
Pelagians, and Manichaeans. His writings dominated Christian theology in the West for centuries.

Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431  
Nestorianism taught that there were two distinct Persons in Jesus 
Christ (Mary is mother of the human part only), therefore some of 
Jesus’ actions were human and some were divine. Pelagianism 
claimed that man can attain salvation by works. The Council of 
Ephesus defined Mary, Jesus’ mother, as Theotokos, “bearer of 
God,” to show that Jesus has one nature that is fully human and 
fully divine.

 Council of Chalcedon 451
Chalcedon focused on the divine and human 
natures of Christ, confirming Pope Leo’s 
Tome (the summary of his teaching) and 
condemning Appolinarianism, Nestorianism, and 
Monophysitism (also known as Eutychianism, 
which denies the humanity of Christ). Copts of 
Egypt and Syria divided, the majority forming 
monophysite or “One Nature” churches.

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553
The Fifth Council of Constantinople, convened by Emperor Justinian, condemned the “Three Chapters” 
(the writings of several theologians including Theodore of Mopsuestia) for alleged heresies.

 Gregory I elected first of the medieval popes 590
As a high ranking Roman official, Gregory resigned his post and donated his wealth to church relief 
efforts for the poor in 574. Known as Gregory the Great, he instituted reforms and sent missionaries 
(including Augustine of Canterbury) to re-evangelize England after Angle and Saxon pagans forced 
Christian Britons to Wales. He also promoted liturgical music and the growth of monasticism.

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart due to differences in 
church practices and expression of theology 680–692

 Pepin, son of Charles Martel, unites and rules the Franks 754
At the request of Pope Stephen II, Pepin invaded Italy to defend it against Lombard invaders. Pepin gave 
the conquered land to the church (called the Donation of Pepin), which established the papal states.

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787
 The Seventh Council of Nicaea condemned iconoclasm (the belief that venerating sacred 
images is idolatry) and Adoptionism (belief that Jesus was not Son of God by nature). This is 
the last council that was recognized as binding by both the eastern and western churches.

 Arabs conquer the Persians 641
The book -copying industry at Alexandria is destroyed by the Arabs; 
end of the Alexandrian school, the center of Western culture.

Charlemagne  crowned first Holy Roman emperor in Rome (new empire of the West, as opposed to the Byzantine or Eastern Roman Empire) by Pope Leo III 800
Charlemagne’s administration reformed the law and church organization. At the Synod of Aiz-la-Chapelle, Charlemagne adopted the filioque clause (Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son). He also encouraged all monasteries to teach reading and writing. Through the influence of the scholar Alcuin, 
schools were founded and scriptoria set up to copy the Bible and Latin classics. (This commitment to culture is known as the Carolingian Renaissance.) 
Pope Leo III separated from the Eastern Empire and became Supreme Bishop of the West.

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863
The Greek missionary brothers also invented a Slavic alphabet, the Cyrillic.

 Photian Schism 867
Communion between Eastern and Western church was broken when Patriarch Photius of 
Constantinople (Eastern Orthodox Church) rejects the Roman pope’s claim of primacy among the 
bishops of the East as well as the West over changes made to the Nicene Creed.

Conversion of Vladimir of Kiev  grandson of Olga, to Eastern (Orthodox) Christianity 988
According to tradition, Vladimir considered other religions, but chose Orthodoxy because the splendor 
of the worship at the Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople convinced him that “God dwells there 
among men.” Vladimir ordered the population of Kiev to choose Christianity. He wiped out paganism, 
built churches, and established schools. At his death, he donated all of his possessions to the poor.

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054
Division between Western Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy was caused by 
disputes over papal authority and the addition of the filioque clause into the Nicene 
Creed. Roman Cardinal Humbart, envoy of Pope Leo IX, excommunicates Patriarch 
Michael Cerularius in the Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople.

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073
Gregory worked to revive and reform the Church, prohibiting simony (buying 
or selling of church offices), sexual immorality in the clergy, and lay investiture 
(custom of emperors and local rulers choosing local church leaders).

 The First Crusade 1097-99 
Pope Urban II calls for volunteers for a crusade to repel 
the Turks: specifically to help Eastern Christians in 
Constantinople, to liberate the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem, and to reopen the Holy Land to Christian 
pilgrims. More than 70,000 people headed for the Holy 
Land; on their way they slaughtered Jews in Germany and 
pillaged villages en route. They capture Jerusalem in 1099 
and brutally massacred their opponents, setting up the Latin 
Kingdom of Jerusalem under Godfrey of Bouillon.

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) 1122
The Concordat of Worms addressed the power struggle between the papacy and the 
Holy Roman Emperors. The King was recognized as having the right to invest bishops 
with secular authority in the territories they governed, but not with sacred authority.

 Second Crusade  1146
Preached by Bernard of Clairvaux in response to the Muslim conquest of Edessa, the 
Second Crusade, led by Louis VII of France and Emperor Conrad III of Germany, fails.

 Thomas Becket becomes archbishop of Canterbury 1162
A close friend of Henry II and chancellor of  England, Becket resigns his 
chancellorship after conflicts with Henry over the power of the church and the throne.

 Beginning of the Waldensians  1174
French merchant and reformer Peter Valdes gives his wealth to the 
poor and becomes an itinerant preacher. His beliefs are accepted 
by the church, but his practice of appointing ministers and preaching 
without permission draws criticism and eventually excommunication.

 Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177
Albigensians were heretics who believed that Jesus was an angel with a 
phantom body, and therefore did not die or rise again.

 The Third Crusade 1189-92 
Led by Richard I (the Lionheart) of England, Philip II of France, and Barbarossa the Holy Roman Emperor, the 
Third Crusade captures Cyprus, Acre, and Jaffa. Richard negotiates access to Jerusalem for Christian pilgrims.

 Fourth Crusade  1202
Pope Innocent III launches the Fourth Crusade to defeat Egypt. After some setbacks, Crusaders defy the 
pope and sack Constantinople, center of the Orthodox Church. A three-day massacre by the Crusaders 
alienates the Eastern and Western Churches for centuries.  The “Babylonian Captivity”  1309

For the next 68 years, the papacy resides in Avignon, France. The new pope 
favors French policies and convenes the Council of Vienne that abolishes the 
Order of Knights Templar and gives their wealth to King Philip IV of France.

 The Bubonic Plague  1348-51
 Also known as the Black Death, the plague kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million). People blame 
the disease (which is transmitted by fleas living on rats) on the Avignon papacy, the Jews, or personal immorality.

 John Wycliffe proposes that papal taxation and civil power should be limited 1371
Wycliffe believes Scripture should be available to the people in their own language; 
people inspired by Wycliffe (derisively called “Lollards,” meaning mumblers), translate 
the entire Bible into English (1382) from Latin, and call it the Wycliffe Bible.

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378
The College of Cardinals elects an Italian pope, Urban VI, but later denies 
the validity of the decision and elects Clement VII instead. Urban remains in 
Rome; Clement goes to Avignon, France. The schism continues until 1417.

 Council of Constance  1414-1418
 The Council condemns Wycliffe on 267 different heresies and demands that Jan Hus recant; he refuses 
and is burned at the stake as a heretic. Council affirms that general councils are superior to popes 
(conciliarism), a decision later overturned. Pope Martin V is elected; the Great Papal Schism ends.

 Trial of Joan of Arc  1431
Joan of Arc, a French peasant girl during the Hundred Years’ War, sees visions and hears 
voices telling her to save France. She leads a successful military expedition at Orleans. At about 
age 19, she is taken prisoner, tried for witchcraft, and is burned. In 1456, the verdict is reversed.

 Council of Florence 1438
The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils. It declares 
reunion between the Roman and Orthodox churches, but is not accepted by the Orthodox. 

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople  1453
The Turks make the Church of St. Sophia (Hagia Sophia) a mosque. 
Scholars flee to the West with Greek literary and scientific manuscripts, 
including important manuscripts of the Bible. These manuscripts help to 
revive classical learning during the Renaissance.

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456
Gutenberg’s Vulgate is the first book printed using moveable metal type. 
The invention of printing makes the Bible accessible to more people who 
previously could not afford handmade copies, which cost a year’s wage.

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of state and church 1478
 At the initiation of King Ferdinand V and Queen Isabella of Spain, and approved 
by the pope, the Inquisition is established to investigate and punish heretics. Its 
cruel methods (torture, death by burning), secret trials, and favoritism toward the 
Spanish monarchy continue despite protests from Rome.

  Dominican friar Savonarola preaches reform 1497-8
Savonarola encourages the people of Florence, Italy, to 
burn luxury items and return to a humbler Christian life.

 Martin Luther posts 95 theses in Wittenberg; the Protestant Reformation begins 1517
Luther challenged the Church to a discussion on the subjects of penance, the pope’s 
authority, and the selling of indulgences. 

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70 
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem.  Of the Temple mount, only one wall (known today as the 
“Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

  Rise of gnostic heresies within the church 90
Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body. Gnostics 
claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144
Marcion taught that there was no connection between the Old and 
New Testament, between the God of the Jews and the God of 
the Christians. He rejected the Old Testament and tried to remove 
sixteen books from the accepted New Testament collection. The 
heresy persisted in some areas for several centuries.

  Montanus of Phrygia leads a controversial renewal movement. c. 156
The Montanists (or the New Prophecy) emphasized the gifts of the Spirit and strict 
rules for living. The movement was condemned by Church authorities. 

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196
Western Christians preferred Sunday; eastern Christians, led by Irenaeus (130-200), linked 
Easter with the Jewish Passover regardless of the day of the week.

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242
This dualistic heresy denies the humanity of Christ, and 
reappears in different forms over the centuries.

 Council of Nicaea 325
Emperor Constantine invites every overseer in the Roman Empire to 
deal with the Arian heresy. The Creed of Nicaea condemns Arianism 
and confirms the church’s belief in the Trinity and the deity of Christ.  
The Council of Nicaea votes overwhelmingly to condemn Arianism. 

 Mongol leader Kublai Khan asks the pope to send 100 Christian 
teachers to baptize him and teach his people 1266
The pope sends seven. In 1295 the Mongols begin to convert to Islam.

Arminius’s studies of Romans lead him to doubt Calvin’s doctrine of 
predestination, resulting in doctrines emphasizing man’s ability to 
choose Christ and Christ’s death for all people (Arminianism) 

The Synod of Dort denounces 
Arminianism and responds with 
five points of Calvinism. They are 
(using the mnemonic TULIP): 
the total depravity of mankind, 
unconditional election, limited 
atonement, the irresistibility of 
grace, and the perseverance 
of the saints (an elect person 
cannot “lose” his salvation).

Puritan member of Parliament, Oliver Cromwell, defeats the king’s troops. 
Later as Lord Protector he seeks tolerance for many Protestant groups.World 
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