
What “Living Water” did Jesus Offer? 
Charles Stanley 

 
The story of the Lord’s encounter with a Samaritan woman is 
a wonderful example of His loving response to hurting 
individuals (John 4:1 – 42). Jesus is always reaching out in 
love, even when we do not recognize His extended hand. 
 
Although this meeting may have appeared accidental, it was 
really a providential appointment with the Messiah. As the 
woman reached the well, Jesus initiated conversation by 
asking for a drink of water. His direct approach surprised her 
and opened the door for a dialogue that would change her 
life forever. 
 
Throughout the exchange, Jesus’ goal was to help the 
woman recognize her greatest need so He could supply her 
with the only gift that would meet that need: salvation and 
the forgiveness of her sins. She had spent her life trying to 
find love and acceptance in all the wrong places. Christ 
offered her the living water of the Holy Spirit—the only thing 
that would quench her spiritual and emotional thirst. 
 
Like the Samaritan woman, we can at times be so intent on 
getting our immediate needs met that we fail to see God’s 
hand reaching out to us in love, offering what will truly 
satisfy. Only Christ can fill our empty souls for eternity and 
provide for our essential emotional needs now. 
 
This world is filled with wells that promise to provide love, 
acceptance, and self-worth but never fully satisfy. When your 
soul is empty and the well runs dry, look for Jesus. He has a 
divine appointment scheduled with you, and He will quench 
your thirst with His Spirit—if you let Him. 
 

Taken from “God’s Loving Outreach” by In Touch Ministries 
 (used by permission). 

 


